
The New Republic



Formation of Executive 
Departments
The establishment of the executive departments marked a crucial 
step in organizing the new government of the United States

The Department of State, led by Thomas Jefferson, focused on 
foreign affairs and diplomatic relations

The Department of the Treasury, under Alexander Hamilton's 
guidance, aimed to manage the nation's finances, including debt 
repayment and revenue collection

The Department of War, overseen by Henry Knox initially, dealt 
with military matters and national defense

The Office of the Attorney General was created to provide legal 
advice to the President and the executive branch



Establishment of the 
Judiciary
The Judiciary Act of 1789 was enacted to establish a federal 
court system

The Supreme Court, composed of six justices, was given the 
authority to hear cases involving federal laws and disputes 
between states

John Jay, appointed as the first Chief Justice of the United 
States, played a crucial role in shaping the early 
jurisprudence of the Supreme Court

The creation of lower federal courts helped to ensure access 
to justice across the nation and establish the authority of 
the federal judiciary



The Bill of 
Rights
The Bill of Rights comprised the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution, guaranteeing 
fundamental rights and freedoms to American 
citizens

The amendments aimed to address concerns 
raised during the ratification debates, 
particularly regarding individual liberties and 
limits on governmental power

Examples of protected rights include freedom of 
speech, religion, and the press , the right to 
bear arms , and protection against 
unreasonable searches and seizures

The inclusion of the Ninth and Tenth 
Amendments affirmed the existence of rights 
not explicitly listed in the Constitution and 
reserved powers to the states, respectively



Financial Troubles and 
Hamilton's Plan

Upon assuming office, Alexander 
Hamilton faced significant 
economic challenges inherited 
from the Revolutionary War era, 
including national debt and fiscal 
instability

Hamilton's ambitious financial 
program aimed to strengthen the 
federal government's financial 
position and promote economic 
growth

His plan involved assuming state 
debts, establishing a national 
bank , and implementing a system 
of tariffs and excise taxes to 
generate revenue

The debate over Hamilton's plan 
highlighted differing views on the 
role of government in economic 
affairs and the interpretation of 
the Constitution's powers



Whiskey Rebellion

The Whiskey Rebellion erupted in 
response to the imposition of a 

federal excise tax on whiskey, a vital 
commodity in western regions

Farmers and distillers in frontier 
areas of Pennsylvania protested the 

tax, viewing it as unfair and 
burdensome

President Washington's decision to 
deploy federal troops to suppress 
the rebellion demonstrated the 

authority of the federal government 
to enforce its laws and maintain 

order

The Whiskey Rebellion underscored 
the tensions between federal 

power and states' rights, as well as 
the challenges of taxation and 
governance in a young nation



Rise of Political 
Parties
The handling of the Whiskey Rebellion and debates 
over Hamilton's financial program contributed to the 
emergence of distinct political factions

Federalists, led by Alexander Hamilton and John 
Adams, advocated for a strong central government, 
and favored policies that promoted commerce and 
industry

Democratic-Republicans, led by Thomas Jefferson 
and James Madison, championed states' rights, 
agrarian interests, and limited government 
intervention in the economy

The divisions between Federalists and Democratic-
Republicans reflected broader ideological 
differences over the interpretation of the 
Constitution and the direction of national policy



Presidency of John Adams
John Adams faced numerous challenges during his presidency, including strained 
relations with France and domestic political divisions

The XYZ Affair, in which French officials demanded bribes from American 
diplomats, heightened tensions between the two nations and nearly led to war

Adams's administration passed controversial measures, including the Alien and 
Sedition Acts, aimed at suppressing dissent and restricting the rights of immigrants

The Alien and Sedition Acts provoked widespread criticism and sparked debates 
over the balance between national security and civil liberties



Election of 1800
The election of 1800 marked a 

pivotal moment in American 
political history, as it 

demonstrated the peaceful 
transfer of power between 

political parties

Thomas Jefferson and Aaron 
Burr tied in electoral votes, 

leading to a constitutional crisis 
resolved by the House of 

Representatives

The passage of the Twelfth 
Amendment in 1804 addressed 

flaws in the electoral system 
and established separate ballots 
for president and vice president

The election underscored the 
importance of the democratic 

process and the resilience of the 
American political system in 

times of uncertainty



Marbury v. Madison

Marbury v. Madison 
was a landmark 

Supreme Court case 
that established the 
principle of judicial 

review

The case arose from a 
dispute over the 

appointment of federal 
judges by President 

John Adams during his 
last days in office

Chief Justice John 
Marshall's opinion 

asserted the Court's 
authority to declare 

acts of Congress 
unconstitutional and 

interpret the 
Constitution's meaning

The decision affirmed 
the judiciary's role as a 

co-equal branch of 
government and 

solidified the Court's 
power to review the 
constitutionality of 

laws



Westward Expansion

Under Thomas Jefferson's 
presidency, the United 

States experienced 
significant territorial 
expansion, primarily 
through diplomatic 

negotiations and land 
acquisitions

The Louisiana Purchase of 
1803, negotiated with 

France's Napoleon 
Bonaparte, doubled the 
size of the country and 
secured control of the 
vital Mississippi River

The acquisition of the 
Louisiana Territory paved 

the way for westward 
settlement and 

exploration, leading to 
the establishment of new 
states and the growth of 

American influence

Westward expansion 
posed challenges related 

to Native American 
displacement, territorial 

disputes, and the 
extension of slavery into 

newly acquired territories



War of 1812

The War of 1812 was a 
confl ict between the 

United States and Britain 
stemming from maritime 

disputes, trade 
restrictions, and British 

support for Native 
American resistance

American objectives 
included defending 

maritime rights, asserting 
national sovereignty, and 
ending British influence in 

North America

The war witnessed 
s ignificant military 

engagements, including 
battles on land and sea, 
such as the burning of 
Washington, D.C ., and 

the defense of Baltimore

The Treaty of Ghent, 
s igned in 1814, ended the 
war and restored prewar 
boundaries, although it 

did not address a ll issues 
of contention between 

the two nations



Postwar Nationalism

The aftermath of the War 
of 1812 ushered in a 
period of heightened 

nationalism and political 
unity in the United States

The victory in the war 
boosted American 

confidence and fostered 
a sense of national 
identity and pride

The demise of the 
Federalist Party, which 

opposed the war, 
solidified Republican 

dominance in national 
politics and contributed 
to a period of political 

stabil ity

The Monroe Doctrine, 
articulated in 1823, 
asserted American 

influence in the Western 
Hemisphere and warned 

European powers against 
further colonization in 

the Americas



Economic Nationalism
ECONOMIC NATIONALISM EMERGED AS A GUIDING PRINCIPLE IN SHAPING THE 
NATION'S ECONOMIC POLICIES AND PRIORITIES

INITIATIVES SUCH AS THE TARIFF OF 1816 AIMED TO PROTECT AMERICAN
INDUSTRIES FROM FOREIGN COMPETITION AND PROMOTE DOMESTIC 
MANUFACTURING

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SECOND BANK OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
INVESTMENTS IN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS REFLECTED A COMMITMENT TO
FOSTERING ECONOMIC GROWTH AND STABILITY

JUDICIAL DECISIONS, SUCH AS THOSE IN MCCULLOCH V. MARYLAND AND 
GIBBONS V. OGDEN, REINFORCED FEDERAL AUTHORITY OVER ECONOMIC 
MATTERS AND INTERSTATE COMMERCE



Urbanization, 
Industrialization, 
and Immigration
The early 19th century witnessed profound changes 
in American society, including rapid urbanization, 
industrialization, and mass immigration

Industrialization transformed the North into a 
manufacturing powerhouse, while urban centers 
experienced population growth and economic 
expansion

Immigration from Europe, particularly Ireland and 
Germany, fueled urban growth and provided a 
source of cheap labor for industrial enterprises

Despite the economic opportunities offered by 
industrialization, many workers faced harsh 
conditions, low wages, and limited rights, leading to 
the rise of labor activism and the formation of early 
labor unions



Agriculture and Slavery

Agriculture remained a 
cornerstone of the 

American economy, 
with the South's 

reliance on cotton 
production driving 
economic growth

The invention of the 
cotton gin 

revolutionized cotton 
production, leading to 
increased demand for 
enslaved labor and the 

expansion of 
plantation agriculture

Enslaved African 
Americans endured 

brutal conditions and 
pervasive 

discrimination, with 
l imited legal rights and 

restrictions on 
education and mobility

The expansion of 
slavery and the growth 
of the cotton industry 

deepened divisions 
between the North 

and South, 
contributing to the 

Civil  War
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