


Impact of the
War With Mexico

The aftermath of the Mexican-American
War significantly influenced the debate
over slavery expansion

The proposal of the Wilmot Proviso by
Representative David Wilmot highlighted
the conflict between Northern and
Southern interests regarding the status
of slavery in the newly acquired
territories

Despite fierce opposition from the South,
the passage of the Wilmot Proviso in the

House of Representatives underscored
the growing divide over the issue of
slavery




By selecting Martin Van Buren as their
candidate and adopting the slogan
"Free soil, free speech, free labor, and
free men," the Free-Soilers
demonstrated their commitment to
preserving the integrity of free soil in
the West, setting the stage for future
political realignments

The emergence of the Free-Soil Party
marked a critical moment in American
politics, as it represented a coalition of
abolitionists and Northern opponents
of slavery who sought to prevent its
spread into the western territories
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Formation of the Free-Soil Party




The California Gold Rush precipitated a crisis
over the admission of California as a free
state, prompting Congress to grapple with the
Issue of slavery expansion

Congress

Struggles f()r a Henry Clay's Corr_lpromise pf 1850 aime(_i to
C o address the sectional tensions by offering
ompromise concessions to both the North and South

However, the passage of the compromise
measures merely served to temporarily

alleviate tensions rather than resolve the
underlying conflict over slavery




FUGITIVE

The enactment of the Fugitive Slave
Act as part of the Compromise of
1850 intensified Northern
opposition to the institution of
slavery

The Fugitive
Slave Act

The law required citizens to aid in
the capture of runaway slaves and
denied accused individuals the
right to testify in their defense,
leading to widespread outrage and
resistance in the North

Figures like Frederick Douglass
emerged as vocal critics of the
Fugitive Slave Act, advocating for
civil disobedience as a means of
opposing unjust laws




UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD ROUTES

FREE STATES &

TERRITORIES
B SLAVE STATES

The Underground
Railroad

» The Underground Railroad played a crucialrole
in facilitating the escape of enslaved individuals
to freedomin the North and Canada

* Led by courageousconductorslike Harriet
Tubman, the network provided clandestine
routes and safe havens for escaping slaves,
challengingthe institution of slavery and
highlightingthe moral imperative of abolitionism




New

Territorial
Troubles

The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Actby Congress
reignited the debate over slavery expansioninthe
territories

Stephen A. Douglas'sdoctrine of popular sovereignty,
which allowed settlersto determine the status of slavery

in their respective territories, sparkedviolentconflictsin
Kansasbetweenpro-slaveryand anti-slaveryforces

The Act'srepeal ofthe Missouri Compromise line further
polarizedthe nation and contributedto the disintegration
of the political parties




Bleeding Kansas

~

"Bleeding Kansas" became a
battleground for competing
visions of the West, as pro-
slavery and anti-slavery settlers
clashed over the future of the

territory
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NOW Elur.
THE
Dred Scott Decision.

OPINION OF CHIEF-JUSTICE
ROGER B. TANEY,
WITH AN INTRODUCTION,
BY DR. J. H. VAN EVRIE.
ALSO,
AN APPENDIX,
Pr SAM. A. CARTWRIGHT, M.D., of New Orleans,
ENTITLED,

“Natural History of the Prognathous
Race of Mankind.”

ORIGINALLY WRITTEN FOR THE NEW YORK DAY-Boox.

THE GREAT WANT OF A BRIEF PAMPHLET,
containing the famous decision of Chief-Justice Tancy,
in the &mwmﬂmmhﬂu&d the Pub-
lishers of the Day-Booxk to pn-unt this edition to the
mﬂ’“& 1t contains a Historical Introduction by Dr. Van
. | Evrie, author of “ Negroes and Negro Slavery," and an
Appendix by Dr. Cartwright, of New Orleans, in which

] | races are forcibly presented. As a whole, this pamphlet

‘lm lhahﬁnrbnl,kpl.lndphydulupom of the
jon in a pass, and should be

circulated byﬂlomnﬂl before the next pruldenthl clec-

o | tion. All who desire to answer the arguments of the

o | abolitionists should read it. In order to place it before

_ | the masses, and induee D: tic Clubs, D: i

the physical differences between the negro and the white | 5P

Town Committees, and all interested in the cause, to or-
der it for distribution, it has been put down at the fol-

Dred Scott
Decision

The Supreme Court's ruling in
the Dred Scott case dealta
significant blow to the anti-
slavery movement by declaring
that Congress lacked the
authority to prohibitslavery in
the territories

Chief Justice Roger B. Taney's
assertion that African
Americans were not entitled to

citizenship further entrenched
racial divisions and heightened
tensions between North and
South




» The Election of 1860:
The election of 1860
underscoredthe
deepening divisions
within the nation, as
AbrahamLincoln's
victory on a platform

opposedto slavery

expansiontriggered
Southern secession

Formation of the
Republican Party




Secession

The formation ofthe Confederate
States of America and the
subsequentdeclaration of
secession underscored the
irreconcilable differences between
North and South and setthe stage
for the outbreak of civilwar
J

The secession of Southern states in
response to Lincoln'selection
marked a decisive rupturein the
Union




Failed Compromises

Efforts at compromise, such as Crittenden's Compromise, Abraham Lincoln's refusalto compromise onthe issue of
ultimately proved futile in the face of entrenched slavery highlighted the irreconcilable nature of the conflict
sectionalism and ideological divisions and paved the way forthe dissolution ofthe Union




Conclusion

In conclusion, the escalating tensions
over slavery and western expansion
laid bare the deep-seated divisions
within American society

Despite attempts at compromise, the
fundamental issue of slavery ultimately
proved to be irreconcilable, leading to
the eruption of the Civil War and the
profound transformation of the nation
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