
Search Techniques & Strategies
Which Link Should I Follow?

Web Search Lesson Plan
Module B1



Make Google Work for You
Some Basic Facts



Choosing a Link

Does it matter which link you chose here?



Link Choice Can Matter

Would link choice make a difference here?



Give It a Try!

You are doing your homework on the early 
days of our country.

Which of these searches find a screen full 
of pretty helpful results, and where do you 
have to be more choosy?

[colonial life]

[american revolution]

[treaty of paris]

http://www.google.com/search?ie=UTF-8&q=colonial+life
http://www.google.com/search?aq=f&ie=UTF-8&q=american+revolution
http://www.google.com/search?ie=UTF-8&q=treaty+of+paris


The Anatomy of a Search Results Page

What are these parts called?



The Anatomy of a Search Results Page
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1. Search Result
2. Title
3. Snippet
4. Web Address
5. Sponsored Link (Ad)
6. Left Panel



Ranking Results

How does Google's understanding of what I 
want affect the order of my search results?



Predicting the Best Source
Tips for Finding What You Want



Think About What You See

What clues tell you if these results are about life in 
the American Colonies? 



Tips for Understanding Web Addresses

Is the domain name from a personal page hosting website?
    For example: Homestead.com, Geocities.com, Tripod.com4

Is there a symbol  (% or ~) or name, showing it is a personal page?
    For example: %, ~, dchen, member, user3

What type of domain is it? 
    For example: .com, .edu, .gov, .ru, .info, etc.2

Have I heard of the domain?
    For example: nytimes.com, lostagoodnews.com1

5 Does the address tell what kind of file it is?
    For example: pdf, xls, jpg



Chose the Best Result
What am I looking 

for?

Do the words I 
see match my 

needs? 
Go to the 
next result

Do the snippet and title use the words I 
looked for in the same way I do? Are 
there other words that tell me it is about 
something else?

Which of these keywords are common or 
general words? Which would be more 
specific? Are there better words I could 
use?

What kind of 
results am I 
looking for?

Do I want a definition, a database, a list, a 
map, an image, a video, or something else?
Do I want a presentation, a spreadsheet, or 
something else?

What does the 
web address tell 

me?

What do I really want? What do I think it 
will look like? What kind of site do I 
think it will be on?

 Click!

Go to the 
next result

Go to the 
next result

Remember: look at a full screen of results 
before deciding!



Working with Instant Search



Give It a Try!

Try a search and discuss what links you would chose. Give evidence 
for your results.

What can I learn about my results from these web addresses?

www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq56-1.htm 

www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/taiping.htm

britishbattles.homestead.com/eastasia.html

www.redcoat.me.uk/Rev-War.htm

scs.student.virginia.edu/~vjil/PDF/48_249-306.pdf

Type [walk the plank] into your Google search bar very slowly. What 
different searches does Google Instant think you are doing while you 
type?
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