A Briel:Overview to Writing A
Comparison/Contrast IEssay

Similarities and Difterences




Definition

s Writing a
comparison/contrast
paper: involves
comparing and
contrasting two subjects.

x A comparison shows how
two things are alike.

m A contrast shows how
two things are different.




Choosing a Topic

. When you choose a topic, be sure not to
choose two totally unrelated subjects.

x You must start with subjects that have
some basic similarities. “‘

= two movies ? lﬁlﬂll

m two short stories

s book and movie




Brainstorm

s Brainstorm
everything you
know about each
subject and then
g0 back and look
for connections
that show
similarities and
differences.




Develop a Thesis

n The thesis statement wall
evolyve from the
brainstorming. lLook at
your: list and ask yourselt
some questions.

= "[s there something important,
significant, or interesting in the
similarities and differences on
my list?

= "What have I discovered about
my two topics?"
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Develop a Thesis

mAfter looking at the list, a

thesis statement might be: & iy 3 A
“Although there is exquisite ' ’ e

beauty 1 the seasons of auttumn
and' spring, there are also
distinctions which allow each
season to stand on its own.”
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Organizing the essay

a The mtroduction of your essay: should mention both
subjects m a strong and clearly defined thesis
Statement:

“Although there is exquisite beauty in the seasons of

autumn and spring, there are also distinctions which allow
each season to stand on its own.”




Organizing the essay

n There are two primary.
ways to organize the
body of your paper:

o the divided pattern
* the alternating pattern.



Organizing the essay
The Divided' Pattern

Give all supporting details for one subject and then give all
suppoerting details for the other subject.

Paragraph 1: Introduction and Thesis statement

subject 1 (autumn ) 2“;&; S
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fOT{; ;_ >

- r"'.y >

Paragraph 3: Discuss and give supporting detaﬂs
subject 2 (spring)

Paragraph 4: Concluding statement
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Organizing the essay
The Alternating Pattern

Alternate the details from one side of the
comparison or contrast to the other

Paragraph 1: Introduction and thesis statement « . #

Paragraph 2: Discuss and give all the details *" ﬂ _ fﬁ&
ofi the similarities between both subjects (sp,rmg q%gl a,utumn)
gwr a2

between both subjects (spring and autumn)

Paragraph 4: Concluding statement




Organizing the essay

Concludmyg Statcment

= T'he conclusion of your fk; T
paper should include 3;*:;__ o ,.; 1:‘""“’5,
finall connections about HES .25« R
the two subjects and B ~
then'a restatement of

your thesis.
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