
 

 

Analyzing Imperialism through Cartoons 

 

As historians, primary sources are some of our best tools for understanding the way people 

thought in the past. In this activity, you will be looking at American imperialism through primary 

sources that were produced at that time. Keep in mind that these were produced over 100 years 

ago. Many of these sources contain racist and outdated beliefs that are no longer acceptable in our 

society. Nonetheless, its important for us to use these sources to understand the rationale behind 

imperialism and America’s expansion into new territories. They are also an invaluable insight into 

the ways that many Americans thought about the world around them. They also reflect their views 

on people that many Americans viewed as inferior. 

America’s debate over imperialism was played out in congress, on battlefields, and most 

importantly, in the court of public opinion. At the time, newspapers were the most important 

outlet to inform readers about a subject. Naturally, imperialists and anti-imperialists utilized the 

newspapers and political cartoons to get their arguments across. As you read through this 

document, carefully consider the message being portrayed in each cartoon and whether it is 

showing imperialism in a negative or positive light. Make sure to also examine the symbols being 

used and the way that various figures or groups are being portrayed. Are some being portrayed 

negatively or being ridiculed?  

By the end of this reading, you should have a good idea of the reasons why some Americans 

supported imperialism and expansion into the Philippines, Guam, Hawaii and Puerto Rico. 

Likewise, you should see why many Americans opposed it. Think about what you learned about 

Anglo-Saxonism and the motives behind imperialism as you view them as well. Is there evidence of 

racially biased thinking contained in these images? What can these images tell us about American 

society at this time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


