
Analyzing Heroic 
Legends

Unit 1 Lesson 3 



Understanding How Courage 
is Shown in Heroic Legends
• Definition: Courage in heroic legends is demonstrated through acts of bravery, 

resilience in the face of adversity, and moral strength.

• Examples:

• Beowulf: Defeating Grendel without weapons, facing the dragon to protect his people, 
and ultimately sacrificing himself for his kingdom.

• Heroic Traits: Beowulf exhibits unmatched physical strength, unwavering 
courage, loyalty to his people, and a sense of duty to uphold his honour and 
legacy.

• Gilgamesh: Undertaking dangerous quests to prove his heroism, such as defeating 
Humbaba and seeking immortality.

• Heroic Traits: Gilgamesh displays bravery in battle, leadership skills as a king, a 
quest for wisdom, and a journey toward self-discovery and acceptance of 
mortality.

• Aragorn (Lord of the Rings): Leading armies against overwhelming odds to save 
Middle-earth, confronting personal doubts and fulfilling his destiny as a king.

• Heroic Traits: Aragorn demonstrates humility, compassion for his allies, 
strategic prowess in warfare, and a deep sense of responsibility to protect the 
realm from darkness.

• Analysis:

• Courage serves as a central theme, inspiring heroism and defining characters' journeys.

• Legends often highlight moral dilemmas and sacrifices that showcase courage.



Analyzing Dialogue

• Definition: Dialogue is the written conversation between characters in a 
literary work. It reveals thoughts, feelings, intentions, develops conflicts, 
and advances the plot.

• Examples:

• Beowulf: Dialogues between Beowulf and Hrothgar show mutual 
respect and strategic planning.

• Gilgamesh: Conversations with Enkidu and the gods reveal his internal 
conflicts and quests.

• Frodo and Sam (Lord of the Rings): Dialogues depict their friendship, 
doubts, and determination on their journey.

• Analysis:

• Dialogue provides insights into characters' motivations and relationships.

• It establishes tension, resolves conflicts, and moves the narrative 
forward.

• Analyzing dialogue enriches understanding of characters' personalities 
and cultural contexts.



Identifying Genre and 
Analyzing Legends
• Definition: Legends are traditional stories rooted in history and 

folklore, often featuring heroic figures and supernatural elements.

• Examples:

• Beowulf: An Old English epic poem blending historical events with 
mythical creatures.

• Epic of Gilgamesh: Ancient Mesopotamian tale exploring 
heroism, friendship, and mortality.

• The Lord of the Rings: Modern fantasy epic combining quests, 
battles, and moral dilemmas.

• Analysis:

• Legends blend historical events with mythical elements, reflecting 
cultural values.

• They preserve moral lessons and societal norms through 
storytelling.

• Understanding genre helps interpret themes of heroism, fate, and 
honor.



Comparing and Contrasting 
Versions of Stories

• Purpose: Compare different versions of legends to understand variations in 
plot, characterization, and cultural interpretations.

• Examples:

• Beowulf: Compare Old English manuscripts with modern translations and 
adaptations.

• Epic of Gilgamesh: Analyze different translations and interpretations over 
time.

• The Lord of the Rings: Compare the original books with film adaptations and 
fan fiction.

• Analysis:

• Identify changes in narrative focus, character motivations, and themes across 
versions.

• Evaluate how adaptations reflect evolving cultural perspectives and 
storytelling techniques.

• Contrast interpretations to deepen understanding of legends' enduring 
significance.
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