Decoding
Modern Poetry:
Techniques and
Analysis

Unit 1 Lesson 6




Analyzing Modern Poetry

» Definition:

Modern poetry often breaks traditional forms and conventions, focusing on free verse, varied
themes, and innovative techniques.

» Examples:

"Howl" by Allen Ginsberg uses free verse and stream-of-consciousness to convey the chaos of
modern life.

"The Waste Land" by T.S. Eliot incorporates fragmented structure and allusions to reflect
post-war disillusionment.

» How to Analyze:
Identify departures from traditional forms (e.g., free verse, lack of rhyme).
Analyze themes and how they reflect modern life and concerns.

Consider the use of innovative techniques like stream-of-consciousness or fragmented
structure.




Understanding Inferences About the
Speaker’s Situation and State of Mind

» Definition:

Making inferences involves drawing conclusions about the speaker’s situation and mental state
based on evidence in the poem.

» Examples:

In "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T.S. Eliot, the speaker's anxious and self-doubting
state of mind is inferred from his hesitant language and reflective questions.

In "Daddy” by Sylvia Plath, the speaker’s troubled relationship with her father is inferred from
the intense and evocative imagery.

» How to Analyze:
Look for clues in the speaker’s language, tone, and imagery.
Consider the context and background of the speaker.

Draw conclusions based on the evidence presented in the poem.




Repetition

» Definition:
Repetition involves repeating sounds, words, phrases, or lines to create emphasis or rhythm.
» Examples:

"Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night" by Dylan Thomas repeats the line "Rage, rage against
the dying of the light.”

"The Bells" by Edgar Allan Poe uses repetition of the word "bells” to mimic their ringing sound.
» How to Analyze:

Identify repeated elements in the poem.

Discuss how repetition affects the poem’s rhythm and emphasis.

Analyze the emotional and thematic impact of the repetition.




Alliteration, Assonance, and Consonance

» Definitions:
Alliteration: Repetition of initial consonant sounds (e.g., “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers”).
Assonance: Repetition of vowel sounds within words (e.g., “The light of the fire is a sight”).

Consonance: Repetition of consonant sounds within and at the ends of words (e.g., “The lumpy, bumpy
road”).

» Examples:
Alliteration: "She sells sea shells by the sea shore.”
Assonance: "Hear the mellow wedding bells.”
Consonance: "The black sack is in the back."
» How to Analyze:
Identify instances of alliteration, assonance, and consonance.
Discuss how these sound devices enhance the poem’s musicality and mood.

Analyze their effect on the reader's experience and the poem’s overall meaning.



Literary Form

» Definition:

Literary form refers to the arrangement of words on the page and the use of rhyme, meter,
and conventions of language.

» Examples:

Sonnet form: "Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day?" by William Shakespeare follows a
specific rhyme scheme and meter.

Free verse: "The Red Wheelbarrow" by William Carlos Williams uses an unconventional layout
and lacks a fixed meter.

» How to Analyze:
Identify the form and structure of the poem.
Discuss how the form influences the poem’s reading and interpretation.

Analyze how the use of rhyme, meter, and conventions contributes to the poem’s overall
effect.
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