
Community, Hardship, 
and Unity Themes and 
Summarizing

Unit 2 Lesson 1



Understanding Cultural 
Characteristics of a Community

• William Bradford, a key figure in early American literature, 
documented the cultural characteristics of the Plymouth Colony 
in his work "Of Plymouth Plantation."

• He emphasized shared religious beliefs (Puritanism), communal 
values such as hard work and self-reliance, and collective goals 
centered around establishing a new society based on religious 
freedom.

• Bradford's writings reflect the importance of community cohesion 
in overcoming challenges and building a sustainable settlement 
in the New World.



Analyzing How Hardship Can Unite 
People

• William Bradford's narrative in "Of Plymouth Plantation" highlights 
how hardships like harsh winters, food shortages, and disease 
forged unity among the Pilgrims.

• Facing adversity together strengthened their resolve and 
deepened their commitment to their shared goals of religious 
freedom and communal prosperity.

• Bradford's account illustrates how shared hardship fostered 
bonds of empathy, cooperation, and mutual support among the 
Plymouth Colony settlers.



Summarizing 

• Definition:

• Summarizing involves distilling a topic’s main ideas and key 
details to provide a concise overview.

• How to Summarize:

1. Identify Key Points: Focus on Bradford's portrayal of Puritan 
cultural characteristics and the unifying impact of hardship.

2. Highlight Significance: Discuss how these elements shaped the 
Plymouth Colony's community dynamics and resilience.

3. Capture Essence: Condense insights into the importance of 
shared values and adversity in fostering community cohesion.
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