
Understanding 
Satire and Rhetoric 
in Literature
Unit 3 Lesson 2 



Understanding 
Satire

• Definition:

• Satire is a literary work that uses irony, humor, and 
other techniques to point out problems and 
criticize the people who cause them.

• Example:

• Jonathan Swift's "A Modest Proposal" - uses irony 
and exaggeration to criticize British policy towards 
the Irish.

• How to Analyze:

• Identify the target of the satire (person, institution, 
societal norm).

• Look for the use of irony, sarcasm, and humour.

• Determine the underlying message or criticism.

• How to Use in Writing:

• Choose a subject that you want to critique.

• Use irony, exaggeration, and humour to highlight 
the subject’s flaws.

• Ensure your critique is clear and impactful.



Understanding 
Rhetoric

• Definition:

• Rhetoric: Any communication used to modify the 
perspectives of others.

• Example:

• Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech - uses 
rhetorical devices to inspire and persuade.

• How to Analyze:

• Identify the purpose of the rhetoric (to persuade, 
inform, entertain).

• Look for rhetorical devices (ethos, pathos, logos, 
metaphors, repetition).

• Evaluate the effectiveness of the rhetoric in achieving its 
purpose.

• How to Use in Writing:

• Determine your goal (to persuade, inform, etc.).

• Use rhetorical devices to enhance your message.

• Tailor your language to appeal to your audience.



Examples of Satire 
in Literature

• Examples:

• George Orwell’s "Animal Farm" - Satirizes 
totalitarian regimes and the corruption of 
revolutionary ideals.

• Mark Twain’s "The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn" - Critiques slavery and racism through irony 
and social commentary.

• How to Analyze:

• Identify the societal issues being critiqued.

• Note the use of irony, humor, and exaggeration.

• Understand the author’s perspective and the 
message being conveyed.

• How to Use in Writing:

• Choose a relevant societal issue.

• Employ satirical techniques to expose and critique 
the issue.

• Make sure your message is clear and thought-
provoking.



Examples of Rhetoric 
in Literature

• Examples:

• Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address - Uses concise 
and powerful rhetoric to honor the fallen and inspire 
unity.

• J.K. Rowling’s "Harry Potter" series - Uses rhetoric to 
develop themes of friendship, bravery, and the fight 
against evil.

• How to Analyze:

• Identify the rhetorical strategies used (ethos, pathos, 
logos).

• Examine how these strategies serve the author’s 
purpose.

• Consider the impact of the rhetoric on the audience.

• How to Use in Writing:

• Establish credibility (ethos), appeal to emotions 
(pathos), and use logic (logos).

• Use rhetorical questions, repetition, and analogies to 
strengthen your argument.

• Adapt your rhetoric to fit the context and audience.



How to Incorporate 
Satire and Rhetoric 
in Writing

• Satire:

• Select a topic that needs criticism.

• Use wit, irony, and exaggeration to highlight 
issues.

• Aim to provoke thought and possibly change.

• Rhetoric:

• Define your communication goal.

• Employ rhetorical techniques to persuade or 
inform.

• Be mindful of your audience and context.

• Practical Tips:

• Combine satire and rhetoric for powerful 
critiques.

• Practice analyzing successful examples.

• Continuously refine your use of these techniques 
through feedback and revision.
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