
Understand Shakespeare 
and Atmosphere 

Unit 4 Lesson 1



Who is William 
Shakespeare?

•Born in 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon, England.

•Baptized on April 26, 1564.

Birth and Early Life:

•Widely regarded as one of the greatest writers in the English 
language.

•Joined the Lord Chamberlain's Men, later known as the King's 
Men, a renowned acting company.

•Authored 39 plays, 154 sonnets, and two long narrative poems.

Career Highlights:

•Tragedies: "Hamlet," "Othello," "King Lear," "Macbeth."

•Comedies: "A Midsummer Night's Dream," "Twelfth Night," 
"Much Ado About Nothing."

•Histories: "Henry V," "Richard III," "Henry IV Part 1 & 2."

Major Works:



Understanding Atmosphere in Shakespeare's Plays

• Atmosphere: The general mood or emotional quality of a literary work. Playwrights create this primarily 

through details, such as those of setting, conveyed through dialogue.

• Examples and Analysis:

• Macbeth:

• Example: The opening scene with the three witches.

• Atmosphere: Dark, ominous, and foreboding.

• Analysis:

• Setting: A desolate heath with thunder and lightning, creating a sense of chaos and danger.

• Dialogue: The witches’ cryptic lines, “Fair is foul, and foul is fair,” set a tone of moral ambiguity and impending doom.

• Impact: Establishes a sinister tone foreshadowing Macbeth’s descent into evil and madness.

• Additional Details:

• The recurring theme of supernatural influence and the corrupting power of unchecked ambition.

• The pervasive sense of dread that permeates the play, influencing characters and their actions.



Techniques for 
Creating 
Atmosphere:

Setting Description:
Describe the physical environment in 
detail, including sensory details like 

sights, sounds, smells, and textures.

Example: Instead of "the forest was 
dark," describe "the forest enveloped 
in a blanket of eerie silence, broken 
only by the rustling of leaves and 

distant howls of unseen creatures."

Dialogue:
Use dialogue to reveal characters’ 

emotions and reactions to their 
environment.

Example: Instead of straightforward 
conversations, incorporate dialogue 
that reflects the mood you want to 

convey. For instance, tense 
exchanges with short, clipped 

sentences can create a sense of 
unease or conflict.

Symbolism and Imagery:
Employ symbols and vivid imagery 
that resonate with the atmosphere 

you want to evoke.

Example: In a story about loss and 
sorrow, use motifs like wilting 
flowers or fading sunlight to 

symbolize melancholy and despair.

Character Reactions:
Show how characters react to the 

atmosphere around them to deepen 
emotional impact.

Example: Describe physical reactions 
such as shivers, tense shoulders, or 
nervous glances to convey fear or 

suspense.



Analyzing Atmosphere in Literature
• Purpose of Analyzing Atmosphere:

• Understand how atmosphere contributes to the overall meaning and impact of a literary work.

• Analyze how authors use atmosphere to convey themes, character emotions, and narrative tension.

• Key Elements to Consider:

• Setting:

• Describe the physical environment and its impact on characters and events.

• Analyze how the setting influences the mood and atmosphere of the story.

• Example: In "Macbeth," the desolate heath with thunder and lightning sets a dark and ominous tone, reflecting the moral chaos and impending doom.

• Language and Imagery:

• Examine the author's use of descriptive language, metaphors, and imagery to evoke specific emotions and sensations.

• Analyze how sensory details enhance the atmosphere and immerse readers in the narrative world.

• Example: In "A Midsummer Night's Dream," Shakespeare uses poetic language and vivid imagery of the enchanted forest to create a whimsical and magical atmosphere.

• Character Reactions and Interactions:

• Study how characters respond to the atmosphere and how their emotions evolve throughout the story.

• Evaluate how their interactions contribute to the overall atmosphere of the narrative.

• Example: In "Hamlet," the castle's gloomy atmosphere mirrors Hamlet's inner turmoil and foreshadows tragic events.

• Impact on Reader:

• Discuss the effect of atmosphere on reader engagement, emotions, and interpretation of the text.

• Analyze how a well-crafted atmosphere enhances the reader's understanding of themes and characters' motivations.
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