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Social Studies Unit 2 Overview

KinderSocialStudies Curriculum is an engaging social studies curriculum with young

learners in mind! KinderSocialStudies encourages young learners to think “outside the
box” and prove their thinking through hands-on and engaging learning experiences.
KinderSocialStudies is based upon five units: Rules, United States/Community Helpers,
Maps, Cultures and Economics. Each unit is broken down to |0 lessons and each
lesson can take from I-2 days to complete. The units cover at least two weeks of
instruction. The lesson plan has the listed objective, “I can” statement, vocabulary,

detailed activity lesson plans and all necessary student follow-up practice sheets.

KinderSocialStudies encourages a daily routine, but please know that as the teacher
you can adjust the lessons and make them best work for your daily schedule and
time allotment. Within each lesson the students will partake in a quick lesson opener,
whole-group skill lesson and the students will take part in a follow-up task. Please
note that all student follow-up practice sheets can be shrunk and placed into a
student journal. All of the follow-up sheets are also differentiated so that you can
use these units anytime during the school year, and they will be applicable to your
writers or nonwriters. You can also choose to have students track their daily

activities in their journal with or without the included response sheets.

Unit 2: United States- Week | Unit 2: Communities- Week 2
Lesson| | American Symbols Lesson 6 Communities
Lesson 2 Presidents Lesson 7 | Helping the Community
Lesson 3 American Flag Lesson 8 My Community
Lesson Y Democracy Lesson 9 | Community Helpers
Lesson 5 | Respecting Rights Lesson 10 Meet a Helper
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Print the student response sheets
in “multiple” format to save on
paper and get the sheets to fit
nicely info a composition
notebook. Select print and type
in the page numbers. Next, select
“multiple” and hit print. This will
reformat the practice sheets to
print two to a sheet. This will
allow less paper and the pages
will fit perfectly into a small black

and white composition notebook.
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Unit 2 Pictures:
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Unit 2 Pictures:
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Unit 2 Pictures:
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Social Studies Unit 2 Pictures:
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wadSocial Studies Units

I-5

Lesson 1: American Symbols

Lesson 2: Presidents

Unit Big Idea: Students will
identify and develop rules
and laws that promote
fairness and justice.

Week Theme: America

Main Text: United States of
America

Vocabulary: pledge, vote,
president, democracy,
allegiance

Essential Questions:

*What are important symbols
that represent American
values?

*What is the Pledge of
Allegiance?

Week “l can statements”:
* | can identify important
American symbols.

*I can recite the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Intfroduction:
Objective: Infroduce the week’s theme and
access prior knowledge.

Write the word “America” in the center of your
chart paper. Ask student to think about the word
and share what they know with their partner. Then
call on students to add their knowledge to the
chart.

Introduction:
Objective: Students will access prior knowledge
about presidents.

Write the “President” in the center of your chart
paper. Ask students to think about the word and
share what they know with their partner. Then
call on students to add their knowledge to the
chart. Discuss the current president as a class.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day One Objective: Students
will identify American symbols.

1. Read “United States of
America” to the class. Stop
at each vocabulary word to
infer the meaning and
define it.

2. Afterreading, lead students
in a turn and talk to discuss
what they learned. Then
call on individuals to add to
the anchor chart.

3. Review each vocabulary
word and work as a class to
develop whole body
motions for each word.

4. |If time allows, read
additional American symbol
texts (See text list).

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Two Objective: Students will
learn the role of the president.

1. Have students turn and talk
with their partners and
generate all the ideas they
can come up with for jobs of
the president. Record their
answers on chart paper.

2. Read "Our President” to the
class. Stop at each
vocabulary word fo infer the
meaning and define it.

3. Go back to the chart paper
and circle the jobs that were
correct.

4. Have a discussion about all
of the jobs of the president
but as a class make a
decision on one they feel is
the most important.

Activity:

1. Using a version of choice, show
the students how to play the
symbol match-up game and
review each American symbol
prior to playing.

2. Give each pair of students a
deck of cards and allow them
to play. As they play, ask
students what symbols they see
on the cards and why they are
important.

3. Complete the “American
Symbols” accordion keepsake
book.

Activity:

1. Explain that students will learn
more about presidents of the
past.

2. Read each president’s bio
card to the class. Stop after
each card to let students turn
and talk about what they
learned.

3. Make a poster for the
presidents by gluing their bio
cards to an anchor chart.

4. Complete the “Presidents of
the Past” keepsake book.

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

pg. 1

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection

log pg. 2



Unit Two: United State

Tara West
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Lesson 3: American Flag

Lesson 4: Democracy/Voting

Lesson 5: Respecting Rights

!
Introduction:
Objective: Students will recite the Pledge of
Allegiance and determine its importance.

Encourage the students to stand and say
the Pledge of Allegiance. Ensure that they
hold their right hand over their heart and
know the words. Discuss what the pledge
means and why we say it.

i

Introduction:
Objective: Students will develop a loose
understanding of democratic decision making.

Tell students that you need their help to
decide what fo wear to school tomorrow
(color of shirt, pants, dress, etc.). Start with
them just shouting out, then offer a chance to
vote.

Introduction:
Objective: Students will access prior knowledge
about democracy and the United States.

Display and read the line from the Declaration of
Independence. As a class, discuss the line and
reword it to put it info your own words. Discuss
why the founding fathers wrote this and why it is
important.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Three Objective: Students
will understand the history of the
flag and describe flag etiquette.

1. Read pages 3-5 of the
"United States of America”
book. Discuss the term
“efiquette” and what exactly
that means. Use the word
respect to explain etiquette in
kid-friendly terms.

2. Play the National Anthem
(Star Spangled Banner) for the
class and ask them if they
have heard it before.

3. Take time to discuss the
history of the flag by showing
the flag sequencing pictures.

4. Explain the parts of the flag:
the stripes and the stars.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Four Objective: Students will
understand and describe how the
American democracy operates.

1. Explain to students that during
the infroduction activity they
were practicing being part of
a democracy. Ina
democracy, all of the people
vote for what they want or
think is right. The choice
decided on by the most
people is the one that is
selected.

2. Lead a discussion about how
this is the best way for a large
group tfo make a decision.

3. Lead a vote on the following
fopics:

1. Ice cream or cake
2. Gym or computers
3. Talking in the hall or

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Five Objective: Students will
identify fundamental principles of
American democracy.

1. Explain to students now that
they have heard a line from
the Declaration of
Independence, they will now
discuss what they think it
means.

2. Discuss that in America, our
government respects our
rights, opinions, and property.
Everyone is freated fairly. Help
them to understand that this is
not the case in all countries.

3. Give each student the map
outline.

4. Lead them inreading the “kid-
friendly” version.

5. Encourage them to color the
map to show us as one

Activity:
1. (Optional team building craft)
Gather supplies: white crepe

paper streamers, red crepe
paper streamers, one 12x 18

sheet of blue construction paper,

50 “student constructed” stars.
Students will work together to cut
the streamers as the strips and
glue them down on the blue
paper making sure o leave the
fop corner uncovered for stars.
2. Craft option two: Torn tissue
paper flag craft. Gather
included flag template and
red/white/blue fissue paper.

-

not ‘rolking in the hall democracy. .
Activity: Activity:
1. R “Duck! R it" to th . .
Read "Duckl Rabbiftttothe 1y Read “What if Everybody Did

2. Allow students time to discuss
with their partners if they think
it is a duck or a rabbit.

3. Ask one student to stand and
state why they think itis a
duck and one forwhy itis a
rabbit.

4. lLead avote to decide ifitis a
duck or a rabbit using the
included ballot slips.

5. Tally the votes and announce
the winner. Verify this is the
one and only winner.

That.” After the book discuss
how in America we have
rights but we must never take
advantage of these rights.

2. Give each student a blank
sheet of copy paper.
Students will make a poster to
show how they can be a
respectful citizen and respect
the rights of others at all
times.

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

pg. 3

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

pg. 4

I

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

Pg. 5
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Liberty Bell
Statue of Liberty
bald eagle
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Social Studies

d

American
Symbols

S

keepsake book

| Instructions: Fold a 12 x I8 inch sheet of construction paper down

the middle horizontally. Next, fold that half into thirds.
|s+ 2nd
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Liberty Bell




bald eagle
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United States Flag Facts:
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Liberty Bell Facts:
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Bald Eagle Facts:
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Statue of Liberty Facts:
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White House Facts:
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Ballot | Ballot
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Social Studies

Declaration of
Independence

We hold these truths to be

self-evident, that all men are

created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.
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We respect our rights!




We respect our rights!
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Directions: Tllustrate an American symbol.
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Directions: Illustrate and write about an American symbol.
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Directions: Tllustrate one of the president’s jobs.
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Directions: Illustrate and write dbout one of the president’s jobs.
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Directions: Draw the first flag.
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Directions: Write about how the flag has changed.
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Directions: Illustrate to show if you think it is a duck or a rabbit.
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Directions: Tllustrate and write about your opinion of if it is a duck or rabbit:
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Directions: Tllustrate how you live happily and freely.
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Directions: Illustrate and write about how you live happily and freely.
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aydSocial Studies Units

6-10

Lesson 6;: Communities

Lesson 7: Helping the Community

Unit Big Idea: Students will
define the characteristics of
a community.

Week Theme: Communities

Vocabulary: community,
urban, suburban, rural,
community helper

Essential Questions:
*What is a community?

*What is a community helper
and why are they
importante

Week “I can statements”:
* | can identify, define and
describe a community.

*I can identify community
helpers and state their
importance.

Introduction:
Objective: Students will identify the
definition of community.

Lead a discussion with the students about
the word community. State the
definition: a place where people live,
work, share, and play. Display the poster.

i
Intfroduction:

Obijective: Students will access prior
knowledge about communities

Ask students to think what a community is.
Then, ask students to give characteristics
of their community. Help students
reference back to yesterday's chart.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day One Objective: Students will identify,

define, and describe a community.

1. Read “Communities” and stop
to discuss the vocabulary words.

2. Now that students know the
definition of a community, they
will work on expanding their
knowledge of their own
community that they live in.

3. Take fime to state the name of
your tfown/community.

4. Write your town's name at the
top of an anchor chart. Have
students turn and talk with their
partners and state places that
are part of their community.

5. Hand out the "Places in My
Community” sheets of paper.
Students will illustrate their
favorite place of choice in the
community.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Two Objective: Students will
identify ways they can help their
community.

1. Read “What if Everybody Did
That2"” by Ellen Javernick.

2. Stop on each page and
discuss what is going on and
how that effects the
community. Confinue onto
the end of the book.

3. After the book discuss ways
the students can help their
community.

4. Take students on a walk of
the school grounds to help
generate additional ideas
(littering, traffic, speeding).

5. Chart the ideas on the

anchor chart.
6. Optional: Place all of these nenor '
places onto a bulletin board. .
Activity: Activity:

1. Play “Things in My Community”
Bingo.

2. Give each student a bingo board.

3.  You will state the community item. If
the student has that item on their
board, then they will get fo cover it.

4. Read pages 2 and 4 from the
“"Communities” book. Take fime to
discuss what makes a community
rural verses urban.

5. Use the included cards to sort the
two types of communifies.

6. Students will be following this up on
their independent practice sheet.

1. As a class, decide on one
way you would like to make
a difference in the
community. Work together
to come up with a plan of
action. You can place
students into teams.

2. Students will present the
plans and work together to
create posters to hang
around the community.

3. Additional ideas include:
food drive, human society
donations, shoe/coat drive.

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

Pg. é

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection

log pg. 7



Unit Two: Communities
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Lesson 8: My Community

Lesson 9: Community Helpers

Lesson 10: Meet a Helper

Introduction:
Objective: Students will identify and
build a 3D community.

Lead a discussion with the students
about communities and the types of
communities. What type of community
do you live in2

Introduction:
Objective: Students will identify people
in their lives that help them.

Lead a discussion with the students
about who helps them. Start an
anchor chart fo record any of the
people they say help them.

Intfroduction:

Objective: Students will prepare for
their special visitor(s) by reviewing
expectations.

Lead a discussion with the students and
review your classroom expectations for
when special visitors are in the class.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Three Objective: Students

will identify the necessary

buildings in a community.

1. Ask the students what buildings
are needed in a community.

2. Use the included anchor chart
pieces and prompt the students
with questions, such as: “What
happens if there is a firee What
building is that2”, “What if you
are in an accident and get
hurte What building do we
need?¢”, "You need to learn,
too! What building is that?2”,
and "What if someone makes a
bad choice in the community
and needs to stay somewhere
to think about their choices,
what building is thate”

3. Write additional ideas on the
chart: grocery store, park,
dentist, veterinarian, etfc.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Four Objective: Students will
identify multiple community
helpers.

1. Define community helpers with
the class.

2. Read “Community Helpers".
Stop and discuss each
community helper. Ask the
students to state what that
community helper does for
them and their community.

3. Add the community helper clip
art images to the anchor chart
for a visual.

4. Play community helper
charades as a class. Call up
one student at a time to choose
a card. They will peek at the
card to see what community
helper they will be. They will act
the part and the class will guess
and see if they are correct.

Whole Group Lesson:

Day Five Objective: Students
will listen and participate to
learn more about the
community helper.

1. Infroduce your guest
community helper.

2. Enjoy their presentation.

3. Encourage the presenter to
discuss their job
responsibilities, the tools they
use at their job, and how
they got to this position (i.e.,
how they worked hard and
persevered).

4. Allow fime for questions and
comments from the
students.

Activity:

1. Students will work at home or
together with you at school to build
a 3D replica community.

2. Use the included instruction pages
to create the "bagged” community
buildings and houses.

3. Use construction paper for the
grass, lakes, streets, and parking

*Youlggfw use the included parent notes to

turn this into a parent project or simply

complete it as a class. If you are worried
about 100% parent participation, you can
send home one 12 x 9 lunch sack and the
community clip art sheet with that student to
complete at home verses the shoe box

project.
-

Activity:

1. Give each student a "When | get
Older"” sheet of paper.

2. Explain that they are going to be
making a page for your class book.

3. Model how to make a page. You
will draw yourself as your favorite
community helper. You will be sure
to add a lot of detail. For example,
if you work at the farm, you will add
a barn and a lot of animals.

4. Help students choose a community
helper. You will want to really
encourage each student to have a
different helper.

5. When students finish, collect all the
pages and bind intfo a book.

Activity:

1. Have students complete “Thank
You" notes for the visitor(s). If you
had several visitors, you can
choose to have the class split up
the thank you notes. You can
also write a large thank you note
on chart paper and have the
class sign the chart.

2. Have students complete
“"Community Helpers Have Hats”
sort. You can choose to do the
sort on chart paper or have
students complete on their own
with a partner.

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

pg. 8

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

pg. 9

I

Independent Practice:
Respond in student reflection log

pg. 10



Social Studies

community

a place where people live,

work, share, and play
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Social Studies

Places in Our Community!




Social Studies Places in Our Community!
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oI I IR Community Bingo: Teacher Cards
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\Yeleilo| By (Ve [I-oX Rural and Urban Communities Sort
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\Yeleilo| By (Ve [I-oX Rural and Urban Communities Sort
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\Yeleilo| By (Ve [I-oX Rural and Urban Communities Sort
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SOCiql StUdieS What Does a Community Need? Anchor Chart Pieces




Social Studies What Does a Community Need? Anchor Chart Pieces

: Cnl:g' Jail
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Social Studies Teacher: 3D Replica Community

fﬁ Big Idea: Build a replica 3D community using bagged community buildings,

/m ]

[Tzl = =5 bagged houses, and boxed replica businesses.
I

your 3D replica community. Be sure to include dll the
necessary buildings needed in a community. Use black
construction paper for streets and green paper for the

grass/yards. Use a white crayon to draw on lined streets.

OTARAWEST




BN SR 3D Replica Community

Dear Parents,
During this unit we will be learning all about communities. We will learn about wha
a community is and what makes our community special. We would like to request
your help with a special project. As part of our studies for this unit, we will be
creating a 3D replica community. We would like your help in creating one building
for our community. Please visit with your child and ask them what one of the
places in our community is. It can be a business or a place. You can use a
cardboard box or shoe box for the structure. To cover the building, you may color
it or use construction paper. This is your time with your child so feel free to add
as many details as you would like. There are some examples below, but these are
merely ideas to go off of. Your assistance in this project is greatly appreciated.

Please return this project no later than: . Thank youl

OTARAWEST




Social Studies Build a Community: Police Station

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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Social Studies Build a Community: Fire Station

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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o leilo| RS 1o [I-5R Build a Community: Medical Center

building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

@ Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the

OTARAWEST




e ledlo | RS U [I-5R  Build a Community: Post Office

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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o leilo | RS 1o [T-xR Build a Community: Restaurant

building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

@& Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the

OTARAWEST




Social Studies Build a Community: Jail

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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Social Studies Build a Community: School

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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Social Studies Build a Community: Bank

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

OTARAWEST




Social Studies Build a Community: Police Station

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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Social Studies Build a Community: Fire Station

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

OTARAWEST




o leilo| RS 1o [I-5R Build a Community: Medical Center

building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

@& Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the

OTARAWEST




e ledlo | RS U [I-5R  Build a Community: Post Office

X5 OFFICo
A

building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

@& Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the

OTARAWEST




o leilo | RS 1o [T-xR Build a Community: Restaurant
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@& Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the

building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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Social Studies Build a Community: Jail

County Jail

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

OTARAWEST




Social Studies Build a Community: School

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.
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Social Studies Build a Community: Bank

Directions: Fold the 12 x 9 lunch sack over and staple the sack shut. Cut out the
building and glue the building onto the front of the brown lunch sack.

OTARAWEST
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*Community Helpers Charades OTARAWEST
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*Community Helpers Charades OTARAWEST
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*Community Helper Hats Match-ups OTARAWEST
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Social Studies QENETTY

when [ Grow Up...




Social Studies

OTARAWEST



oCicC die Community Helpers Request

Dear Parents,

During this unit we will be learning all about community helpers. We will
learn about what community helpers are, their job roles, their
responsibilities, and the necessary tools to complete their jobs. We would
like to request your appearance in speaking with the class. As part of oun
studies for this unit we would enjoy hearing about your profession in the
community. If you are able to attend a classroom visit on ,

please fill out the form below. Thank you in advancel

What is your child’s name?

What profession would you like to share with us?

How can I best contact you?

Additional Comments?
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Social Studies

Directions: Illustrate a rural and urban community.
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Social Studies

Directions: Write to discuss the type of community you live in: rural, urban, or suburban.
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Social Studies

Directions: Draw Two ways you can care for your community.
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Social Studies

Directions: Tllustrate and write about how you can care for your community.
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Social Studies

Directions: Draw your community.
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Social Studies

Directions: Illustrate and write dbout what makes your community unique.
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Social Studies

Directions: Illustrate 4 community helpers.
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Social Studies

Directions: Tllustrate and write about your favorite community helper:
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Social Studies

Directions: Illustrate what you learned.
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Directions: Illustrate and write about what you learned.
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NG me: Socidl Studies: USA/

Which picture does NOT show an American symbol?

[T

US. president?

‘ Which picfure shows your countfry's flag?
ST=
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U.S.A. Assessment Tracker

Student score | Questionl: | Question 2: | Question 3: | Question U:

Question 5:

symbol US. President flag helper
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/5
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/5
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/5
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NG me: Socidl Studies: USA/

Which picture does NOT show an American symbol?

[T

US. president?

_‘ Tlustrafe a picture of your country's flag.

‘ Which community helper fakes care of you when you are sick?

Which community helper helps you learn new things?

_'

©Tara West



U.S.A. Assessment Tracker

Student score | Questionl: | Question 2: | Question 3: | Question U:

Question 5:

symbol US. President flag helper

/5

/5

/5

/5

/5

/5
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oresident

OTARAWEST

Social Studies

democracy ..




Social Studies

OTARAWEST

1
G b
¢ -] i
o 1l
\
\
) e >
. |
2
X :
fod
(
\
y
'
\
\ | \ *
/
-

community helper

TARAWEST



Social Studies

OTARAWEST

OTARAWEST




Social Studies

OTARAWEST

suburban

OTARAWEST




¥Read Aloud Book List

Book Purchase | Online
American Symbols FREE Epic Books Playlist N/A Here
Duck! Rabbitl By Amy Rosenthal Here Here

What If Everybody Did That? By Ellen Javernick Here Here

OTARAWEST


https://www.getepic.com/app/user-collection/432141
https://www.amazon.com/Duck-Rabbit-Amy-Krouse-Rosenthal/dp/0811868656/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1496832889&sr=8-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPCoe-6RRks
https://www.amazon.com/What-If-Everybody-Did-That/dp/0761456864/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0761456864&pd_rd_r=H5YKAGE614PH7AJDD50B&pd_rd_w=GQNQg&pd_rd_wg=MFxmW&psc=1&refRID=H5YKAGE614PH7AJDD50B
https://youtu.be/oUpSjVoS_jY?t=14s

Organization
Unit One: Unit Two:
Rules United States
Unit Three: Unit Four:
Maps Cultures
Unit Five: Unit Two:
Economics Community
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