
Drafting a Research paper



What is Drafting? 
• Drafting is the initial writing stage: At this stage, writers transform their ideas into written form, laying the groundwork for the 

final product.

• It involves putting ideas onto paper without worrying about grammar or structure: During drafting, the primary goal is to capture 
thoughts and concepts as they come without being overly concerned about perfect grammar or sentence structure.

• The focus is on generating content, organizing thoughts, and developing arguments. Writers focus on expressing their ideas clearly 
and coherently, arranging information logically, and building persuasive arguments to support their thesis or purpose.

• Drafting serves as a foundation for the writing process: It provides a solid starting point for writers to further develop and refine 
their work in subsequent stages.

• It provides a starting point that can be revised and refined later on: Drafting allows writers to get their ideas down on paper, 
knowing that they can revisit and revise their work during the editing and revision stages to improve clarity, coherence, and
effectiveness.



Important Steps for Drafting a Research paper

Develop a clear thesis statement: 
Clearly state the central argument 
or purpose of your research paper.

Create an outline: Organize your 
ideas and research findings into a 
structured outline with sections 

and subpoints.

Write an introduction: Introduce 
your topic, provide background 
information, and present your 

thesis statement.

Develop body paragraphs: Elaborate 
on each point from your outline, 

providing evidence and analysis to 
support your arguments.

Use transitional phrases: Ensure 
smooth transitions between 

paragraphs and sections to maintain 
coherence.

Write a conclusion: Summarize your 
main points, restate your thesis, 

and offer final thoughts or 
suggestions for further research.

Revise and edit: Review your draft 
for clarity, coherence, and accuracy, 

making revisions as needed to 
improve the quality of your paper.
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