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S I M I L E

Definition: A simile is a figure of 
speech that directly compares 
two things using "like" or "as."

Example: "Her smile was as 
bright as the sun."

Use in Poetry: Similes are often 
used in poetry to create vivid 
imagery and evoke emotions.



M E T A P H O R

Definition: A metaphor is a figure of speech 
directly referring to one thing by mentioning 
another. It asserts that one thing is another 
thing, not just that it is like another thing.

Example: "The world is a stage."

Use in Poetry: Metaphors are widely used in 
poetry to create deeper meaning and 
symbolism and to evoke emotions.



H O W  T O  A N A L Y Z E  
S I M I L E S  A N D  
M E T A P H O R S  I N  
P O E T R Y

• Identify: Read the poem carefully and identify the similes and metaphors. Look 

for words such as "like," "as," or direct comparisons that imply a metaphor.

• Context: Consider how the similes and metaphors are used. Pay attention to the 

surrounding words and lines and the poem’s overall theme.

• Effect: Analyze the effect of the similes and metaphors on the poem. Consider 

how they enhance the imagery, evoke emotions, or contribute to the poem’s 

overall meaning.

• Theme: Consider how the comparisons contribute to the poem's theme or 

message. Reflect on the deeper meaning behind the comparisons and how they 

help convey the poet's intended message.

• Example Analysis: If a poem describes a character's love as "a red, red rose," 

consider the qualities of a rose (beauty, fragrance, delicacy) and how they relate to 

the character's love. This analysis can deepen your understanding of the poem 

and its themes.



U S I N G   
S I M I L E S  A N D  

M E T A P H O R S  
I N  P O E T R Y

• Be Creative: Allow your imagination to roam freely and create 

unique comparisons.

• Use Sensory Details: Incorporate sensory details such as sight, 

sound, taste, touch, and smell to create vivid imagery.

• Show, Don't Tell: Instead of stating something directly, use similes 

and metaphors to show it indirectly, making your poetry more 

engaging.

• Consider the Mood: Choose similes and metaphors that match the 

mood and tone of your poem.

• Revise and Refine: Don't be afraid to revise and refine your similes 

and metaphors until they convey precisely what you want to express.

• Example: Instead of saying, "The stars were bright," you could write, 

"The stars were like diamonds scattered across the velvet sky."
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