
TYPES OF 
ESSAYS



Narrative Essays

▪ Definition of narrative essays: Narrative essays are non-fictional, personal stories or 

accounts of events, experiences, or memories.

▪ Characteristics of narrative essays:

▪ Written in the first person, using "I" statements.

▪ Focus on a specific event or experience from the author's life.

▪ Use descriptive language to engage the reader's senses and emotions.

▪ Often include dialogue, sensory details, and chronological storytelling.
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Descriptive Essay

▪ Definition of descriptive essays: Descriptive essays create a vivid picture of a 

person, place, object, or event by using sensory details and figurative language.

▪ Characteristics of descriptive essays:

▪ Detailed description using sensory details (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch) to 

create a clear image.

▪ Emphasis on creating a mood or atmosphere through descriptive language.

▪ Often appeals to the reader's emotions by creating a sensory experience.
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Expository Essay

▪ Definition of expository essays: Expository essays are informative essays that 

present a balanced analysis or explanation of a subject.

▪ Characteristics of expository essays:

▪ Objective and factual writing style without personal bias or opinion.

▪ Presenting information, analyzing ideas, or explaining a process.

▪ Use of evidence, examples, and logical reasoning to support the main points.
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Persuasive Essays

▪ Definition of persuasive essays: Persuasive essays aim to convince the reader to 

adopt a particular point of view or take a specific action.

▪ Characteristics of persuasive essays:

• Presenting arguments supported by evidence and reasoning.

• Addressing counterarguments to strengthen the position.

• Appeal to emotions, logic, or ethics to persuade the reader.
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Compare and Contrast Essays

▪ Definition of compare and contrast essays: Compare and contrast essays analyze 

the similarities and differences between two or more subjects.

▪ Characteristics of compare and contrast essays:

• Identification of similarities and differences between subjects.

• Use of clear criteria for comparison.

• Organized either in a subject-by-subject or point-by-point structure.
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Cause and Effect Essays

▪ Definition of cause-and-effect essays: Cause-and-effect essays examine the reasons 

for an event or phenomenon and the resulting consequences.

▪ Characteristics of cause-and-effect essays:

•  Identification of the causes and effects of a particular event or phenomenon.

• Clear explanation of the relationship between cause and effect.

• Use of evidence and examples to support the analysis.
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