
1st Grade Math: Addition Without Regrouping 

What is Addition Without Regrouping? 

Addition without regrouping refers to the process of adding two or more numbers 
together where the sum of the digits in each place value (ones, tens, etc.) does not exceed 
9. This means there’s no need to carry over to the next column. 

Step-by-Step Process: 

1. Write the Numbers Vertically: 
a. Align the numbers by place value (ones under ones, tens under tens). 
b. For example, to add 34 and 25: 

 

 



 

Why is it Important? 

• Foundation for Future Learning: Understanding addition without regrouping is 
essential for building a solid foundation in mathematics. It prepares students for 
more complex addition that involves regrouping later on. 

• Confidence Building: Successfully performing addition without regrouping helps 
build confidence in students, allowing them to tackle more challenging math 
problems in the future. 

 



Visual Aids 

Using visual aids like counters, number lines, or place value blocks can help students 
understand the concept of addition without regrouping. For example: 

• Place Value Blocks: 
o Show 3 tens blocks and 4 ones blocks for 34, and 2 tens blocks and 5 ones 

blocks for 25. Combine them visually to see how they total 5 tens and 9 
ones. 

Summary 

• Addition without regrouping is a straightforward method of adding numbers where 
the sums do not exceed 9 in each column. 

• Follow the steps of aligning the numbers, adding the ones, adding the tens, and 
combining the results to find the final answer. 

• Practice problems and visual aids can enhance understanding and retention of the 
concept. 

By mastering this foundational skill, students will be better prepared for more advanced 
addition techniques in the future! 
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