1st Grade Math: Comparing More Than Two Things

In this lesson, we will learn how to compare more than two things! Comparing helps us
understand the differences and similarities between objects, which is an important skill in
math and everyday life.

Objectives

e Understand how to compare three or more objects.
e Use comparative language to describe relationships (bigger, smaller, more, less).
e Organize objects based on their attributes.

Key Concepts

1. Comparison: To compare means to look at two or more items and see how they are
the same or different.

2. Attributes: When comparing, we look at different characteristics, such as:
a. Size (big, small)
b. Quantity (how many)
c. Weight (heavy, light)
d. Length (long, short)

Steps to Compare More Than Two Things

1. Choose Your Items: Pick three or more objects to compare. For example, let’s say
we have a small ball, a medium ball, and a big ball.
2. Look at the Attributes:
a. Size: Which ballis the biggest? Which is the smallest?
b. Quantity: How many of each type do we have?
c. Weight: Which ballis the heaviest? Which is the lightest?
3. Make Comparisons: Use words like:
a. "The bigballis larger than the medium ball."
b. "There are more medium balls than small balls."
4. Group and Organize: Arrange the objects in order from smallest to largest or from
least to most.

Example Comparisons

Example 1: Comparing Size

e Items: A smallteddy bear, a medium teddy bear, and a large teddy bear.



e Observation:
o Ask: "Which teddy bear is the biggest?"
o Answer: "The large teddy bear is the biggest."

Example 2: Comparing Quantity

e Items: 3 apples, 5 oranges, and 2 bananas.
e Observation:
o Ask: "Which fruit do we have the most of?"
o Answer: "We have the most oranges because 5 is greater than 3 apples and 2
bananas."

Example 3: Comparing Length

e [tems: A short pencil, a medium pencil, and a long pencil.
e Observation:
o Ask: "Which pencilis the longest?"
o Answer: "The long pencilis the longest."
Vocabulary for Comparison

e Most: The highest quantity (e.g., "We have the most oranges.")

e Least: The lowest quantity (e.g., "We have the least bananas.")

e Bigger/Smaller: Used to describe relative size (e.g., "The big ball is bigger than the
small ball.")

Practice Activities

1. Sorting Game: Provide students with various objects (like toy animals or blocks)
and have them sort and compare based on size, weight, or quantity.

2. Draw and Compare: Have students draw three different items and write one
sentence comparing them. For example: "The apple is red. The banana is yellow.
The orange is round."

3. Comparison Chart: Create a simple chart with three columns for different items.
Students can fillin the chart with how each item compares in size, quantity, or
length.



Conclusion

Comparing more than two things helps us make sense of the world around us. It teaches
us to look closely at objects and think about their attributes. By practicing comparison, 1st
graders will become more confident in their ability to analyze and describe different
objects, which is a key skill in math and everyday life!
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