
1st Grade Math: Comparing Two Things 

In 1st grade, students learn to compare two things using various attributes like size, 
quantity, weight, and other characteristics. Comparing helps them understand 
relationships between objects and develop critical thinking skills. Here’s how to explain 
comparing two things: 

Understanding Comparison 

When we compare two things, we look at how they are similar or different. This can involve: 

• Size: Is one object bigger or smaller than the other? 
• Quantity: Do we have more of one item than another? 
• Weight: Is one object heavier or lighter than the other? 
• Length: Is one object longer or shorter than the other? 

Steps to Compare Two Things 

1. Choose Two Things: Select two objects or items to compare. For example, a red 
ball and a blue ball, or two different animals. 

2. Identify Attributes: Look at the features of each object. Ask questions like: 
a. Which one is bigger? 
b. Which one is heavier? 
c. How many of each do we have? 

3. Make a Comparison: Use words to describe the relationship. You might say: 
a. "The red ball is bigger than the blue ball." 
b. "I have more apples than oranges." 

4. Use Visual Aids: Drawing pictures or using physical objects can help illustrate 
comparisons. For example, place two different sized blocks next to each other to 
show the difference in height. 

Example Comparisons 

1. Comparing Size: 
a. Scenario: Compare a small teddy bear and a big teddy bear. 
b. Observation: Ask students, "Which teddy bear is bigger?" 
c. Answer: "The big teddy bear is bigger than the small teddy bear." 

2. Comparing Quantity: 
a. Scenario: You have 3 apples and 5 oranges. 



b. Observation: Ask, "How many fruits do we have in total? Which one do we 
have more of?" 

c. Answer: "We have more oranges than apples because 5 is greater than 3." 
3. Comparing Weight: 

a. Scenario: Compare a feather and a book. 
b. Observation: Ask, "Which one is heavier?" 
c. Answer: "The book is heavier than the feather." 

Vocabulary for Comparing 

• More: When one quantity is greater than the other (e.g., "There are more stars than 
clouds."). 

• Less: When one quantity is smaller than the other (e.g., "There are fewer cars than 
bikes."). 

• Equal: When two quantities are the same (e.g., "There are an equal number of red 
and blue marbles."). 

Conclusion 

Comparing two things is a fundamental skill in math that helps students understand the 
world around them. By encouraging hands-on activities and discussions, you can make 
comparing engaging and meaningful for 1st graders. This foundational skill will aid them in 
more complex mathematical concepts as they progress in their education. 
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