
1st Grade Math: Comparing, Ordering, and Patterns to 100 

Objective: Students will learn to compare numbers, order them, and recognize patterns up to 

100. 

Introduction 

In this lesson, we will explore how to compare numbers, put them in order, and identify patterns. 

Understanding these concepts is important for building a strong foundation in math as we work 

with numbers up to 100. 

Comparing Numbers 

1. Greater Than, Less Than, and Equal To: 
o Introduce the symbols: 

 > (greater than) 
 < (less than) 
 = (equal to) 

o Provide examples: 
 7 > 5 (7 is greater than 5) 
 4 < 9 (4 is less than 9) 
 6 = 6 (6 is equal to 6) 

2. Hands-On Activity: 
o Give students pairs of numbers (e.g., 12 and 15) and have them use the symbols to 

compare them. 
o Use real-life objects (like blocks or counters) to demonstrate the concept of comparing 

quantities. 

Ordering Numbers 

1. Ascending and Descending Order: 
o Teach students how to arrange numbers from smallest to largest (ascending) and largest 

to smallest (descending). 
o Example: 

 Ascending: 3, 5, 8, 12 
 Descending: 12, 8, 5, 3 

2. Activity: Ordering Numbers: 
o Provide students with a set of numbers (e.g., 10, 5, 8, 12, 1) and have them write the 

numbers in order from least to greatest. 
o Discuss why it’s important to know how to order numbers, such as when organizing data 

or counting. 

Recognizing Patterns 

1. Understanding Patterns: 



o Introduce the concept of patterns (repeating sequences) and how they can be found in 
numbers. 

o Examples of patterns: 
 Even numbers: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, ... 
 Odd numbers: 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, ... 
 Skip counting: Counting by 5s: 5, 10, 15, 20, ... 

2. Pattern Activities: 
o Number Patterns: 

 Have students fill in missing numbers in sequences (e.g., 2, 4, __, 8, 10). 
o Creating Patterns: 

 Ask students to create their own number patterns using different skip counting 
methods (by 2s, 5s, etc.) and share with the class. 

Real-Life Applications 

 Discuss how comparing, ordering, and recognizing patterns are used in everyday life, such as 
organizing objects, shopping, or cooking. 

 Encourage students to look for patterns in their environment, like stripes on clothing or the 
arrangement of tiles. 

Conclusion 

Understanding how to compare, order, and identify patterns in numbers is an essential math skill. 

By practicing these concepts up to 100, students will build confidence in their math abilities and 

prepare for more advanced topics in the future. Use hands-on activities and real-life examples to 

make learning engaging and fun! 

 


