
1st Grade Math: Position Words 

Objective: Students will learn how to use position words to describe the location of objects in 

relation to each other. 

What are Position Words? 

Position words tell us where something is. These words help us describe the location of objects 

in relation to other things. Common position words include: 

 Above 
 Below 
 In front of 
 Behind 
 Next to 
 Between 
 Inside 
 Outside 
 On 
 Under 

Examples of Position Words 

1. Above: The ball is above the table. 
2. Below: The cat is below the chair. 
3. In front of: The boy is in front of the door. 
4. Behind: The car is behind the tree. 
5. Next to: The dog is next to the house. 
6. Between: The book is between the two toys. 
7. Inside: The toy is inside the box. 
8. Outside: The girl is outside the classroom. 
9. On: The cup is on the table. 
10. Under: The shoes are under the bed. 

How to Use Position Words 

Position words help you explain where something is. You use them in sentences to describe how 

one object relates to another. 

For example: 

 Above: The picture is above the sofa. 
 Under: The cat is under the table. 
 Between: The pencil is between the notebook and the ruler. 

Activity: Using Position Words 



Materials Needed: 

 A small toy or object 
 A box or a chair 

Instructions: 

1. Place the toy in different places around the box (e.g., on the box, under the box, next to 

the box). 

2. Ask the students to describe the toy’s location using position words. 

For example: 

o Where is the toy? 
 "The toy is on the box." 
 "The toy is next to the box." 
 "The toy is under the box." 

Practice with Position Words 

1. Question 1: Where is the ball in this sentence? 
o "The ball is under the chair." 
o Answer: The ball is under the chair. 

2. Question 2: Where is the book? 
o "The book is between the pencil and the ruler." 
o Answer: The book is between the pencil and the ruler. 

3. Question 3: Where is the cat? 
o "The cat is next to the window." 
o Answer: The cat is next to the window. 

Real-Life Examples of Position Words 

1. At Home: 
o Your shoes are under the bed. 
o The picture is on the wall. 

2. At School: 
o The backpack is next to the desk. 
o The chalk is inside the box. 

Summary 

Position words help us describe where things are in relation to other objects. By using words like 

"on," "under," "between," and "next to," we can clearly explain the location of something. These 

words are important in everyday conversations and help us understand where things are! 

 


