
1st Grade Math: Ways to Subtract 

In this lesson, we will explore different ways to subtract. Subtraction means taking away a 

number from another number to find out how many are left. We can use various methods to help 

us understand and solve subtraction problems. 

Key Concepts 

1. Understanding Subtraction: 
o Subtraction is like taking away. For example, if you have 5 apples and you eat 2, you will 

have 3 apples left. We can write this as 5−2=35 - 2 = 35−2=3. 

2. Different Ways to Subtract: 
o There are several methods to help us with subtraction: 

 Using Objects: Count items physically. 
 Drawing Pictures: Create visual representations. 
 Number Line: Use a number line to count backward. 
 Number Sentences: Write out the subtraction sentence. 

 



 

 



 

 

Conclusion 

Understanding subtraction is essential, and knowing different ways to approach it makes math 

easier and more fun! Keep practicing, and you’ll become a subtraction expert! 


