
2nd Grade Math: Coins and Bills 

What Are Coins and Bills? 

In math, learning about coins and bills helps you understand money and how to count it. Coins 

and bills are used to represent different amounts of money, and each has a specific value. 

Common Coins 

 Penny (1¢): Worth 1 cent. 
 Nickel (5¢): Worth 5 cents. 
 Dime (10¢): Worth 10 cents. 
 Quarter (25¢): Worth 25 cents. 

Common Bills 

 $1 Bill: Worth 1 dollar (or 100 cents). 
 $5 Bill: Worth 5 dollars. 
 $10 Bill: Worth 10 dollars. 
 $20 Bill: Worth 20 dollars. 

Counting Coins and Bills 

When counting coins and bills, add up their values to find the total amount of money. 

Example 1: Counting Coins 

Problem: How much money do you have if you have 2 quarters, 1 nickel, and 3 pennies? 

Solution: 

 2 quarters = 25¢ + 25¢ = 50¢ 
 1 nickel = 5¢ 
 3 pennies = 1¢ + 1¢ + 1¢ = 3¢ 
 Total: 50¢ + 5¢ + 3¢ = 58¢ 

Example 2: Counting Coins and Bills 

Problem: What is the total if you have 3 $1 bills, 1 quarter, 2 dimes, and 4 pennies? 

Solution: 

 3 $1 bills = $3.00 
 1 quarter = 25¢ 
 2 dimes = 10¢ + 10¢ = 20¢ 
 4 pennies = 1¢ + 1¢ + 1¢ + 1¢ = 4¢ 



 Total: $3.00 + 25¢ + 20¢ + 4¢ = $3.49 

Real-World Example: Buying a Toy 

You want to buy a toy that costs $7.50. You have the following money: 

 1 $5 bill 
 1 $2 bill 
 2 quarters 

Solution: 

 $5 bill = $5.00 
 $2 bill = $2.00 
 2 quarters = 25¢ + 25¢ = 50¢ 
 Total: $5.00 + $2.00 + 50¢ = $7.50 

You have just enough money to buy the toy! 

Practice Problems 

1. Problem: How much money is 3 dimes and 2 nickels? 
o Solution: 3 dimes = 30¢, 2 nickels = 10¢. Total = 40¢. 

2. Problem: What is the total of 1 $10 bill, 1 $5 bill, and 3 pennies? 
o Solution: $10 + $5 = $15, plus 3 pennies = $15.03. 

Why Is Learning Coins and Bills Important? 

 Daily Life Skills: Knowing how to count money helps with shopping, saving, and managing 
money. 

 Math Skills: Counting coins and bills strengthens addition and problem-solving skills. 

Conclusion 

Understanding coins and bills is an important math skill that helps students learn to count money 

and make purchases. Practice counting coins and bills regularly to get faster and more confident! 

 


