
2nd Grade Math: Comparing Amounts of Money 

What Does It Mean to Compare Amounts of Money? 

Comparing amounts of money helps you understand which amount is greater, less, or equal to 

another. This skill is useful for making decisions when shopping or budgeting. 

How to Compare Amounts of Money 

1. Identify the Amounts: 
o Write down the amounts of money you want to compare. 

2. Convert to the Same Unit: 
o Make sure both amounts are in the same unit (cents or dollars) for easier comparison. 
o Remember that 1 dollar = 100 cents. 

3. Use Comparison Symbols: 
o Use the symbols > (greater than), < (less than), or = (equal to) to show the relationship 

between the amounts. 

Examples of Comparing Amounts of Money 

1. Comparing in Cents: 
o Problem: Compare 75¢ and 60¢. 
o Solution: 75¢ > 60¢. So, 75¢ is greater than 60¢. 

2. Comparing in Dollars: 
o Problem: Compare $2.50 and $2.75. 
o Solution: Convert to cents: $2.50 = 250¢ and $2.75 = 275¢. 
o Since 250¢ < 275¢, we say $2.50 < $2.75. 

3. Comparing Mixed Amounts: 
o Problem: Compare $3.00 and 250¢. 
o Solution: Convert $3.00 to cents: $3.00 = 300¢. 
o Now compare: 300¢ > 250¢. So, $3.00 is greater than 250¢. 

Real-World Example: Shopping 

Scenario: You are shopping for snacks. One snack costs $1.50, and another costs $1.25. Which 

one is cheaper? 

 Solution: Compare the amounts: 
o $1.50 vs. $1.25. 
o Since $1.25 < $1.50, the snack that costs $1.25 is cheaper. 

Practice Problems 

1. Problem: Compare 90¢ and $1.00. 
o Solution: Convert: $1.00 = 100¢. 
o Since 90¢ < 100¢, we write 90¢ < $1.00. 



2. Problem: Compare $4.00 and 350¢. 
o Solution: Convert $4.00: $4.00 = 400¢. 
o Since 400¢ > 350¢, we write $4.00 > 350¢. 

3. Problem: Compare 1 quarter (25¢) and 3 dimes (30¢). 
o Solution: 

 1 quarter = 25¢ 
 3 dimes = 30¢. 
 Since 25¢ < 30¢, we write 1 quarter < 3 dimes. 

Why Is Comparing Amounts of Money Important? 

 Smart Spending: Helps you make better choices when shopping or saving. 
 Financial Literacy: Teaches you about budgeting and managing money effectively. 

Conclusion 

Comparing amounts of money is an essential skill that helps students understand values and 

make informed decisions. Practice comparing different amounts to become more confident in 

your money skills! 

 


