2nd Grade Math: Comparing Fractions
What Does It Mean to Compare Fractions?

Comparing fractions helps us understand which fraction is larger, smaller, or if they are equal.
This is important for making decisions in everyday life, like sharing food or measuring
ingredients.

How to Compare Fractions
There are several ways to compare fractions:

1. Same Denominator: When two fractions have the same denominator, the fraction with the
larger numerator is larger.
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« Example: 2 vs. 2
Pl€: 5 VS. 5

* Since both have the same denominator (5), —: is larger because 3 is greater than 2.

2. Same Mumerator: When two fractions have the same numerator, the fraction with the smaller
denominator is larger.

* Example: % vs. %

4
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* Since both have the same numerator (4), = is larger because 5 is smaller than 7.
3. Different Denominators: When the fractions have different denominators, you can:

+ Convert to a common denominator: Find a common denominator for both fractions, then

compare.

* Use fraction models: Visual aids like fraction circles or bars can help visualize which fraction

is larger.



Examples of Comparing Fractions
1. Example 1: Same Denominator
; | 4
+ Fractions: ¢ and ¢
» Comparison: Since both fractions have the same denominator, compare the numerators:
« 1<4
s S0, % < ;—1
2. Example 2: Same Numerator
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+ Fractions: 3

3
and i
* Comparison: Both have the same numerator (3):

3
%

¢ Since 4 < §, % >
3. Example 3: Different Denominators
« Fractions: i: and %’

+ Common Denominator: The common denominator of 3 and 5 is 15.

+ Convert fractions:
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« MNow compare: % = 19—5, 50 % = g‘

Practice Problems

1. Problem: Compare % and %

¢ Solution: Same denominator (4): % < %

: 3 2
2. Problem: Compare §; and .

2

= 15

¢ Solution: Same denominator (10): %

3. Problem: Compare % and l;

¢ Common Denominator: The common denominator is 6. Convert li to é.

¢ Solution: Since % = %, they are equal.



Why Is Comparing Fractions Important?

e Everyday Skills: Comparing fractions helps in cooking, sharing food, and understanding

measurements.
e Math Foundation: Comparing fractions is a building block for learning more complex math
concepts.
Conclusion

Comparing fractions is a key skill in understanding how parts relate to a whole. With practice,
students can confidently compare fractions in various situations!



