
2nd Grade Math: Comparing Lengths in Inches and Feet 

Understanding Inches and Feet 

 Inch: A small unit of measurement used to measure length. There are 12 inches in 1 foot. 
 Foot: A larger unit of measurement, often used for measuring longer objects. 

How to Compare Lengths in Inches and Feet 

When comparing lengths in inches and feet, it’s essential to know how to convert between the 

two units to make the comparison easier. 

 

Comparing Lengths: Steps 

1. Measure Each Object: Use a ruler or tape measure to find the lengths of the objects in 

inches or feet. 



2. Convert Measurements: If one measurement is in inches and the other is in feet, convert 

them to the same unit (either inches or feet). 

3. Compare the Numbers: Once both measurements are in the same unit, compare the 

numbers to determine which is longer, shorter, or if they are equal. 

Practice Problems 

1. Measuring and Comparing: 
o Task: Measure the length of a string in inches and a ribbon in feet. 
o Example: 

 String: 18 inches 
 Ribbon: 1 foot (which is 12 inches) 
 Question: Which is longer? 
 Answer: The string (18 inches) is longer than the ribbon (12 inches). 

 

Why Is Comparing Lengths Important? 



 Everyday Applications: Helps in daily tasks like home improvement, decorating, and crafting. 
 Developing Measurement Skills: Strengthens students' understanding of measurements and 

conversions, which are essential for future math concepts. 

Conclusion 

Comparing lengths in inches and feet is an important skill for second graders. By measuring, 

converting, and comparing lengths, students can gain confidence in their measuring abilities and 

understand how to apply these concepts in real-world situations! 

 


