
2nd Grade Math: Comparing Numbers 

What Does Comparing Numbers Mean? 

Comparing numbers involves determining which number is greater, less, or equal to another 

number. Understanding how to compare numbers helps us make sense of quantities and organize 

information. 

Key Terms 

1. Greater than (>): When one number is larger than another. 

Example: 5 > 3 (5 is greater than 3) 

2. Less than (<): When one number is smaller than another. 

Example: 2 < 4 (2 is less than 4) 

3. Equal to (=): When two numbers are the same. 

Example: 7 = 7 (7 is equal to 7) 

How to Compare Numbers 

1. Look at the digits: Start from the leftmost digit and compare. 
2. Place value matters: The value of digits depends on their position. 

o Hundreds > Tens > Ones 

Example 1: Comparing Two-Digit Numbers 

Problem: Compare 34 and 43. 

 Step 1: Look at the tens place: 
o 34 has 3 tens (30) 
o 43 has 4 tens (40) 

Since 4 tens is greater than 3 tens, 43 is greater than 34. 

So, 34 < 43. 

Comparing Three-Digit Numbers 

Example 2: Comparing Three-Digit Numbers 

Problem: Compare 215 and 321. 

 Step 1: Look at the hundreds place: 
o 215 has 2 hundreds (200) 
o 321 has 3 hundreds (300) 

Since 3 hundreds is greater than 2 hundreds, 321 is greater than 215. 



So, 215 < 321. 

Using Number Lines 

A number line can also help visualize comparing numbers. Numbers to the right are greater, and 

numbers to the left are less. 

 If you plot 25 and 30 on a number line, you can see that 25 is to the left of 30, confirming that 
25 < 30. 

Practice Problems 

1. Compare the following pairs of numbers and write the correct symbol (<, >, or =): 
o 45 ___ 54 
o 82 ___ 82 
o 17 ___ 11 

2. Arrange the following numbers in order from least to greatest: 
o 29, 12, 43, 8, 36 

3. Draw a number line and place the following numbers on it: 
o 15, 22, 10, 30, 25 

Conclusion 

Comparing numbers helps us understand their relationships and organize them effectively. By 

using place value, visual aids like number lines, and practice problems, students can become 

confident in comparing numbers up to 1,000. This skill is essential for everyday math and builds 

a foundation for more advanced concepts. 

 


