
2nd Grade Math: Measuring in Centimeters 

What Is a Centimeter? 

A centimeter (cm) is a unit of measurement used to measure length in the metric system. It is 

smaller than a meter. 

 1 centimeter is equal to one hundredth of a meter. 
 Comparison: A centimeter is about the width of a large paperclip or the size of the fingernail on 

your pinky finger. 

Why Use Centimeters? 

Centimeters are useful for measuring smaller objects or distances, such as: 

 The length of a pencil 
 The height of a book 
 The width of a table 

How to Measure in Centimeters 

1. Using a Ruler or Measuring Tape: Use a ruler or measuring tape that has metric measurements 
to measure in centimeters. 

2. Starting Point: Place the zero mark at one end of the object you are measuring. 
3. Reading the Measurement: Look at where the other end of the object falls on the ruler or tape. 

This number tells you how long the object is in centimeters. 

Converting Centimeters to Meters 

Since 1 meter = 100 centimeters, it’s helpful to know how to convert measurements. 

 Example: If you measure an object and find it is 150 centimeters long, that is also 1.5 meters 
(150 ÷ 100 = 1.5). 

Activities for Measuring in Centimeters 

1. Measuring Classroom Items: 
o Choose different items in the classroom (like a marker, a book, or a desk). 
o Measure each item in centimeters. 
o Record the measurements in a chart. 

2. Estimating Lengths: 
o Before measuring, estimate the length of various items around the classroom in 

centimeters. 
o Measure to see how close your estimates were! 

3. Comparing Sizes: 



o Measure the lengths of different objects and compare them. Discuss which is longer, 
shorter, or if they are the same length. 

Real-World Examples of Centimeters 

 Height of a Water Bottle: A typical water bottle might be about 25 centimeters tall. 
 Width of a Notebook: A standard notebook could be around 21 centimeters wide. 
 Length of a Pencil: A pencil is usually about 18 centimeters long. 

Fun Facts About Centimeters 

 The centimeter is commonly used in everyday situations, such as shopping for clothes or 
measuring small items. 

 In many countries, height is often measured in centimeters instead of inches. 

Conclusion 

Measuring in centimeters is an essential skill for 2nd graders. It helps them understand lengths 

and distances and prepares them for more advanced measurement concepts. Encourage students 

to practice measuring objects in their environment using centimeters! 

 


