2nd Grade Math: Measuring in Feet
What Is a Foot?
A foot (ft) is a unit of measurement used to measure length or distance. One foot is equal to 12

inches. It is commonly used in everyday situations, such as measuring the height of a person, the
length of a room, or the distance between objects.

Understanding Feet
1. Conversion:

¢ 1 foot = 12 inches

* To convert feet to inches, multiply the number of feet by 12.

« To convert inches to feet, divide the number of inches by 12.

Example: 3 feet = 3 x 12 = 36 inches.

Tools for Measuring in Feet

e Ruler or Yardstick: A ruler usually measures up to 12 inches, while a yardstick measures 3 feet
(36 inches).

e Measuring Tape: A flexible measuring tape can be used to measure longer distances and is
marked in both inches and feet.

How to Measure in Feet

1. Using a Measuring Tool:
o Place the end of the measuring tool at one end of the object you want to measure.
o Extend the measuring tool to the other end of the object.
o Read the measurement where the object ends.
2. Record the Measurement:
o Write down the measurement in feet.
o If the measurement is not a whole number, you can also express it in feet and inches.

Example: If you measure a table and it is 4 feet and 6 inches long, you can write it as 4 ft
6in.



Practice Problems

1. Measuring Objects:

* Problem: Measure the length of your desk in feet. If your desk is 5 feet long, write down the

measurement.
* Solution: Record it as 5 ft.
2. Converting Inches to Feet:
= Problem: You have a piece of string that is 24 inches long. How many feet is that?
+ Solution: 24 + 12 = 2 feet. So, 2 ft.
3. Comparing Lengths:
* Problem: A pencil is 1 foot long, and a notebook is 2 feet long. Which is longer?
+ Solution: The notebook is longer because 2 ft = 1 ft.

4. Adding Lengths:

= Problem: You have a rope that is 3 feet long and another rope that is 2 feet long. What is

the total length of the ropes?

s Solution: 3 + 2 = 5 feet. So, the total length is 5 ft.

Real-World Applications of Measuring in Feet
e Building and Construction: Builders use feet to measure dimensions of buildings and rooms.

e Sports: Fields and courts are often measured in feet.
e Everyday Life: Understanding measurements helps in shopping for furniture or home decor.

Conclusion

Measuring in feet is a valuable skill that students will use in various situations. With practice,
they can become proficient in measuring and converting between feet and inches!



