
2nd Grade Math: Multiplying Using Skip-Counting 

What Is Skip-Counting? 

Skip-counting is counting by a specific number other than 1. When multiplying, skip-counting 

is a helpful way to add equal groups quickly. Instead of adding the same number repeatedly, we 

can skip-count to find the total more easily. 

 

Skip-Counting by Different Numbers 

Skip-Counting by 2s 

When you skip-count by 2, you are adding 2 repeatedly. For example, let’s skip-count by 2 up to 

10: 

 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 

This is useful for multiplying by 2. For example: 

 2 × 3 = 6 (skip-count: 2, 4, 6) 
 2 × 5 = 10 (skip-count: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10) 

Skip-Counting by 5s 

Skip-counting by 5 is adding 5 over and over. Let’s skip-count by 5 up to 25: 

 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 

This helps when multiplying by 5. For example: 

 5 × 3 = 15 (skip-count: 5, 10, 15) 
 5 × 4 = 20 (skip-count: 5, 10, 15, 20) 



Skip-Counting by 10s 

Skip-counting by 10 makes multiplication simple. Let’s skip-count by 10 up to 50: 

 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 

This is useful for multiplying by 10. For example: 

 10 × 3 = 30 (skip-count: 10, 20, 30) 
 10 × 5 = 50 (skip-count: 10, 20, 30, 40, 50) 

Example 1: Skip-Counting by 4 

Problem: Multiply 4 × 3 by skip-counting. 

1. Step 1: Identify the number to multiply by (4 in this case). 
2. Step 2: Skip-count by 4: 

o 4, 8, 12 (stop after 3 skips). 
3. Answer: 4 × 3 = 12. 

Example 2: Skip-Counting by 5 

Problem: Multiply 5 × 4 by skip-counting. 

1. Step 1: Skip-count by 5: 
o 5, 10, 15, 20 (stop after 4 skips). 

2. Answer: 5 × 4 = 20. 

Practice Skip-Counting to Multiply 

1. Skip-count by 2 up to 12: 
o 2, 4, ___, ___, ___, 12 

2. What is 3 × 5? (Use skip-counting by 5) 

3. What is 2 × 4? (Use skip-counting by 2) 

How Skip-Counting Helps with Multiplication 

 Faster Counting: Skip-counting lets students find the total faster than adding one at a time. 
 Strong Foundation: Learning skip-counting helps students build a solid foundation for 

multiplication tables and advanced math concepts. 
 Real-Life Use: Skip-counting can be applied in everyday situations, such as counting money or 

objects in groups. 

Real-World Example of Skip-Counting 

Problem: You have 5 bags, and each bag has 3 toys. How many toys are there in total? 



1. Step 1: Skip-count by 3 for each bag: 
o 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 (stop after 5 bags). 

2. Answer: There are 15 toys in total. 

Conclusion 

Skip-counting is a fun and effective way to learn multiplication. It makes finding totals easier 

and helps students understand how multiplication works as repeated addition. By practicing skip-

counting, students can quickly master multiplication skills. 

 


