
2nd Grade Math: Multiplying by 2 Using Skip-Counting 

What Is Skip-Counting? 

Skip-counting is counting by a number other than 1. When we multiply by 2, we can use skip-

counting to count by twos. This makes multiplication easier because we can quickly find out the 

total without adding the same number over and over. 

Skip-Counting by 2 

Skip-counting by 2 means adding 2 repeatedly. Here’s how it works: 

 2 (1 group of 2) 
 4 (2 groups of 2) 
 6 (3 groups of 2) 
 8 (4 groups of 2) 
 10 (5 groups of 2) 

This pattern continues as long as you need. 

Multiplication and Skip-Counting by 2 

When you multiply by 2, you can think of it as counting by 2s. For example: 

 2 × 1 = 2 → (One group of 2) 
 2 × 2 = 4 → (Two groups of 2) 
 2 × 3 = 6 → (Three groups of 2) 
 2 × 4 = 8 → (Four groups of 2) 
 2 × 5 = 10 → (Five groups of 2) 

Example 1: Using Skip-Counting to Multiply by 2 

Problem: You have 3 bags, and each bag contains 2 apples. How many apples do you have in 

total? 

1. Step 1: Identify the total number of groups (3 bags). 
2. Step 2: Skip-count by 2 for each group of apples: 

o 2, 4, 6 (stop at 3 groups). 
3. Answer: You have 6 apples in total. 

Example 2: Skip-Counting by 2 in Real Life 

Problem: A teacher is putting 2 pencils on each desk. If there are 5 desks, how many pencils 

does she need? 

1. Step 1: Identify the total number of desks (5 desks). 



2. Step 2: Skip-count by 2 for each desk: 
o 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 (stop at 5 desks). 

3. Answer: The teacher needs 10 pencils. 

Practice Skip-Counting by 2 

1. Count by 2 up to 12: 
o 2, 4, ___, ___, ___, 12 

2. How many are 2 × 6? (Answer: ___) 

3. How many are 2 × 7? (Answer: ___) 

How Skip-Counting Helps in Multiplication 

Skip-counting is a helpful tool when learning multiplication because: 

1. It’s faster than adding the same number multiple times. 
2. It builds a strong foundation for understanding multiplication tables. 
3. It can be used for larger numbers as students grow more confident. 

Conclusion 

Multiplying by 2 using skip-counting helps students quickly understand the concept of 

multiplication. It is an easy way to visualize and practice multiplying by small numbers, 

especially when working with real-world examples like counting objects or groups. 

 


