
2nd Grade Math: Odd and Even Numbers 

What Are Odd and Even Numbers? 

Odd and even numbers are categories we use to describe whole numbers based on their 

properties. 

 Even Numbers: Numbers that can be divided into two equal groups. They always end in 0, 2, 4, 
6, or 8. 

 Odd Numbers: Numbers that cannot be evenly divided into two groups. They always end in 1, 3, 
5, 7, or 9. 

Understanding Even Numbers 

Examples of Even Numbers: 

 0 (zero) 
 2 
 4 
 6 
 8 
 10 

How to Identify Even Numbers: 

 Look at the last digit. If it’s 0, 2, 4, 6, or 8, it’s even! 
 When you count by 2s (2, 4, 6, 8...), you are listing even numbers. 

Visual Representation: You can group even numbers into pairs. For example: 

 4 can be grouped as: (●●) (●●) 

Understanding Odd Numbers 

Examples of Odd Numbers: 

 1 
 3 
 5 
 7 
 9 
 11 

How to Identify Odd Numbers: 

 Look at the last digit. If it’s 1, 3, 5, 7, or 9, it’s odd! 



 When you count by 2s starting from 1 (1, 3, 5, 7...), you are listing odd numbers. 

Visual Representation: Odd numbers cannot be grouped into pairs completely. For example: 

 5 can be grouped as: (●●) (●●) (●) — one dot is left alone. 

Activity: Identifying Odd and Even Numbers 

1. List the Numbers: Write down a list of numbers from 1 to 20. 

2. Sort the Numbers: 
o Circle the even numbers. 
o Underline the odd numbers. 

Example List: 

o 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 

Even Numbers: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 

Odd Numbers: 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19 

Real-World Examples of Odd and Even Numbers 

 Pairs of Shoes: A pair of shoes (2 shoes) is an even number. If you have 3 shoes, it’s odd because 
one shoe doesn’t have a pair. 

 Classroom Seats: If there are 20 seats in a classroom, it’s even. If there are 21 students, it’s odd 
because one student will not have a seat. 

Fun Facts About Odd and Even Numbers 

 Adding Even and Odd: 
o Even + Even = Even (e.g., 2 + 4 = 6) 
o Odd + Odd = Even (e.g., 3 + 5 = 8) 
o Even + Odd = Odd (e.g., 2 + 3 = 5) 

 Multiplying by Even Numbers: Any number multiplied by an even number is always 

even. 
o Example: 2 × 4 = 8 (even). 

 Multiplying by Odd Numbers: Any number multiplied by an odd number is odd if the 

other number is odd, but even if one of them is even. 
o Example: 3 × 5 = 15 (odd), but 2 × 3 = 6 (even). 

Conclusion 

Understanding odd and even numbers is an important part of math for 2nd graders. By 

identifying these numbers and recognizing their properties, students build a strong foundation for 

addition, subtraction, and more complex math concepts. Encourage students to look for odd and 

even numbers in their everyday lives! 


