
2nd Grade Math: Plane Shapes 

Introduction 

In this lesson, students will learn about plane shapes, which are flat shapes that can be found in 

various forms in our everyday lives. Understanding plane shapes helps students develop their 

geometry skills and recognize shapes around them. 

Key Concepts 

 Plane Shape: A flat, two-dimensional shape that has length and width but no depth. 
 Common Plane Shapes: Circle, square, rectangle, triangle, and polygon. 

Types of Plane Shapes 

1. Circle: 
o Definition: A round shape where all points are the same distance from the center. 
o Examples: Wheels, clocks, and pizzas. 
o Characteristics: Has no corners or edges. 

2. Square: 
o Definition: A shape with four equal sides and four right angles (90 degrees). 
o Examples: Chessboard, window, and picture frame. 
o Characteristics: All sides are equal, and it has four corners. 

3. Rectangle: 
o Definition: A shape with four sides and opposite sides that are equal in length. 
o Examples: A door, a book, and a table. 
o Characteristics: Has four right angles, but sides can be of different lengths. 

4. Triangle: 
o Definition: A shape with three sides and three corners (vertices). 
o Examples: A slice of pizza, a traffic sign, and a pyramid. 
o Characteristics: Can be classified as equilateral (all sides equal), isosceles (two sides 

equal), or scalene (all sides different). 

5. Polygon: 
o Definition: A closed shape made up of straight line segments. 
o Examples: Hexagon (6 sides), pentagon (5 sides), and octagon (8 sides). 
o Characteristics: The more sides a polygon has, the more complex it can be. 



 

Practice Problems 

1. Identify Shapes: Have students look around the classroom or home and identify at least 

five different plane shapes. They should list the shape and an example they see. 

2. Shape Drawing: Ask students to draw each of the five shapes listed above and label 

them. Encourage them to use different colors for each shape. 

Practice Activity 

1. Shape Hunt: Organize a shape hunt where students search for objects that resemble each 

of the plane shapes. They can take pictures or sketch the objects they find. 

2. Shape Sorting: Provide students with a set of shape cards (cutouts of different shapes) 

and have them sort the shapes into groups based on their characteristics (e.g., number of 

sides). 

Conclusion 

Understanding plane shapes helps students build a solid foundation in geometry. By recognizing 

and working with these shapes, they enhance their spatial awareness and problem-solving skills. 

Encourage students to observe and describe shapes they encounter in their daily lives! 

 


