
2nd Grade Math: Reading and Writing Time 

Understanding Time 

Time is a way to measure how long things take and when events happen. In this lesson, we will 

learn how to read and write time using both analog and digital clocks. 

Key Concepts 

1. Analog Clocks: 
o An analog clock has a circular face with numbers from 1 to 12. 
o It has two main hands: the hour hand (shorter) and the minute hand (longer). 
o The hour hand shows the current hour, and the minute hand shows how many minutes 

have passed. 

2. Digital Clocks: 
o A digital clock shows time using numbers (e.g., 2:30 or 14:30). 
o The first number(s) indicate the hour, and the second number(s) indicate the minutes. 

Reading Time on an Analog Clock 

1. Identifying the Hour: 
o Look at the position of the hour hand. It points to the current hour or the hour just past 

it. 
o For example, if the hour hand is between 2 and 3, the time is either 2:00 or 3:00. 

2. Identifying the Minutes: 
o Look at the position of the minute hand. Each number on the clock represents 5 

minutes. 
o For example, if the minute hand points to 4, that represents 20 minutes (4 × 5 = 20). 

3. Combining the Two: 
o Combine the hour and minute to tell the complete time. 
o For example, if the hour hand is on 2 and the minute hand is on 4, the time is 2:20. 

Writing Time 

1. Writing Time in Words: 
o Use phrases like "quarter past," "half past," or "quarter to" when writing time. 
o For example: 

 1:15 can be written as "quarter past one." 
 2:30 can be written as "half past two." 
 3:45 can be written as "quarter to four." 

2. Writing Time in Numbers: 
o Write the time using a colon (:) to separate the hour and minutes. 
o For example: 

 3:00 (three o’clock) 
 4:05 (five minutes past four) 
 7:50 (ten minutes to eight) 



Practice Activities 

1. Clock Reading: 
o Show students various analog clocks and ask them to write the time in numbers and 

words. 
o Example: Show a clock that reads 2:15. Students write "2:15" and "quarter past two." 

2. Digital Clock Matching: 
o Provide students with a list of times in digital format. Have them match these with 

corresponding analog clock faces. 
o Example: Match 3:45 with a clock showing the minute hand at 9 and the hour hand 

between 3 and 4. 

3. Time Conversion: 
o Give students different times and ask them to convert from digital to analog or from 

analog to words. 
o Example: Convert 5:30 to "half past five." 

Example Problems 

1. Problem 1: What time is it if the hour hand is on 6 and the minute hand is on 12? 
o Solution: The time is 6:00 (six o’clock). 

2. Problem 2: Write 1:45 in words. 
o Solution: "Quarter to two." 

3. Problem 3: If the minute hand is on 3 and the hour hand is on 8, what time is it? 
o Solution: The time is 8:15 (quarter past eight). 

Conclusion 

Reading and writing time is a crucial skill for second graders. By mastering both analog and 

digital clocks, students will gain confidence in their ability to tell time and communicate it 

effectively! 

 


