
2nd Grade Math: Real-World Problems — Division 

Introduction to Division in Real Life 

Division is a way to break a large group into smaller, equal groups. In real life, we use division 

to share things equally or to split items into groups. Understanding how to apply division in real-

world situations helps students see the practical use of division, like dividing snacks among 

friends or sharing supplies. 

Key Concept: Division as Equal Sharing or Grouping 

 Division means splitting something into equal parts or groups. 

 For example, 12 ÷ 3 means splitting 12 into 3 equal groups. 

How to Solve Real-World Problems with Division 

When solving real-world division problems, students should: 

1. Identify the total number of items (how many things you have altogether). 

2. Identify the number of groups or how many items should be in each group. 

3. Divide the total by the number of groups or items per group to find the solution. 

Example Problems 

1. Example 1: Sharing Apples 
o Problem: There are 20 apples, and you want to share them equally among 5 

friends. How many apples will each friend get? 

o Solution: Divide the total number of apples (20) by the number of friends (5). 

20 ÷ 5 = 4. 

Each friend will get 4 apples. 

2. Example 2: Packing Toys 
o Problem: You have 24 toys, and you want to put them into 6 boxes. How many 

toys will be in each box? 

o Solution: Divide the total number of toys (24) by the number of boxes (6). 

24 ÷ 6 = 4. 

Each box will have 4 toys. 

3. Example 3: Dividing Candies 
o Problem: There are 18 candies, and you want to divide them equally among 3 

children. How many candies will each child get? 

o Solution: Divide the total number of candies (18) by the number of children (3). 

18 ÷ 3 = 6. 

Each child will get 6 candies. 

Word Problem Practice 

1. Problem 1: 



o Question: There are 15 pencils, and 5 students need to share them equally. How 

many pencils will each student get? 

o Solution: 15 ÷ 5 = 3 pencils per student. 

2. Problem 2: 

o Question: A baker has 30 cookies and wants to pack them into 6 boxes equally. 

How many cookies will be in each box? 

o Solution: 30 ÷ 6 = 5 cookies per box. 

3. Problem 3: 

o Question: You have 40 marbles and want to divide them into 8 bags equally. 

How many marbles will be in each bag? 

o Solution: 40 ÷ 8 = 5 marbles per bag. 

Practice Activity 

1. Create Your Own Division Problems: 

o Students write their own division word problems using items they know (like 

toys, snacks, or books) and share them with classmates. 

2. Solve and Compare: 

o Students solve their division problems and compare solutions with others in the 

class. 

Conclusion 

By practicing real-world division problems, students learn how to apply division in everyday 

life, such as sharing items or splitting things into equal groups. This helps build their 

understanding of division as an essential skill for problem-solving! 

 


