2nd Grade Math: Real-World Problems with Multiplication and Division

In 2nd grade, students begin to apply their knowledge of multiplication and division to solve
real-world problems. These problems help students understand how to use math in everyday
situations.

Multiplication in Real-World Problems
Multiplication helps us find the total when we have equal groups of items.

Example 1: Multiplication Problem

Problem: There are 3 bags of oranges. Each bag has 5 oranges. How many oranges are there in

total?
1. Step 1: Identify the Groups: There are 3 bags, so you have 3 groups.
2. Step 2: Identify How Many in Each Group: Each bag has 5 oranges.
3. Step 3: Multiply:
3x5=15

4. Answer: There are 15 oranges in total.

Example 2: Multiplication Problem

Problem: A teacher gives 4 stickers to each of 6 students. How many stickers does the teacher give

in total?
1. Step 1: Identify the Groups: There are 6 students, so you have 6 groups.

2. Step 2: Identify How Many in Each Group: Each student gets 4 stickers.

3. Step 3: Multiply:
6x4=24
4. Answer: The teacher gives out 24 stickers.
Division in Real-World Problems

Division helps us split things into equal groups or find out how many items are in each group.



Example 1: Division Problem

Problem: You have 12 pieces of candy, and you want to share them equally among 4 friends. How

many pieces of candy does each friend get?
1. Step 1: Identify the Total Number: There are 12 pieces of candy.
2. Step 2: Identify the Number of Groups: You are dividing the candy among 4 friends.
3. Step 3: Divide:
12+-4=3

4. Answer: Each friend gets 3 pieces of candy.

Example 2: Division Problem

Problem: A baker has 24 cookies. He wants to pack them into boxes, with 6 cookies in each box.

How many boxes will he need?
1. Step 1: Identify the Total Number: There are 24 cookies.
2. Step 2: Identify How Many in Each Group: Each box holds 6 cookies.

3. Step 3: Divide:
24-6=4

4. Answer: The baker will need 4 boxes.

Practice Problems

1. Multiplication Problem:
o There are 5 rows of chairs. Each row has 3 chairs. How many chairs are there in total?
(Answer: )
2. Division Problem:
o Apizzais cut into 8 slices. You have 4 friends, and you want to share the slices equally.
How many slices does each friend get? (Answer: __)
3. Multiplication and Division Problem:
o You have 6 bags, and each bag has 4 marbles. How many marbles do you have in total?
Then, you want to share the marbles equally between 2 friends. How many marbles will
each friend get? (Answer: __ )

Conclusion

By using multiplication and division in real-world problems, students can see how math is useful
in daily life. Practice with these problems helps build confidence and problem-solving skills!



