
2nd Grade Math: Rounding Numbers to Estimate 

What Is Rounding? 

Rounding is a way to simplify numbers by making them easier to work with. You round a 

number to the nearest ten, hundred, or other place value to make a quick estimate. Rounding 

helps us quickly estimate answers without calculating the exact number. 

How to Round Numbers 

1. Identify the Place Value: 
o Decide if you are rounding to the nearest ten, hundred, or another place value. 

2. Look at the Digit to the Right: 
o Look at the digit just to the right of the place value you're rounding to. 

3. Apply the Rules: 
o If the digit is 5 or higher, round up. 
o If the digit is 4 or lower, round down. 

Examples of Rounding 

1. Round 34 to the Nearest Ten: 
o Look at the digit in the ones place (4). 
o Since 4 is less than 5, round down. 
o The rounded number is 30. 

2. Round 87 to the Nearest Ten: 
o Look at the digit in the ones place (7). 
o Since 7 is 5 or higher, round up. 
o The rounded number is 90. 

3. Round 132 to the Nearest Hundred: 
o Look at the tens place (3). 
o Since 3 is less than 5, round down. 
o The rounded number is 100. 

Example of Using Rounding to Estimate 

Problem: You have 47 apples and your friend has 36 apples. About how many apples do you 

have together? 

Solution: 

 Round 47 to 50. 
 Round 36 to 40. 
 Estimate: 50 + 40 = 90. 
 So, you have about 90 apples in total. 

Practice Problems 



1. Problem: Round 56 to the nearest ten. 
o Solution: Look at the ones place (6). Since 6 is more than 5, round up. The rounded 

number is 60. 

2. Problem: Round 24 to the nearest ten. 
o Solution: Look at the ones place (4). Since 4 is less than 5, round down. The rounded 

number is 20. 

3. Problem: Estimate the sum of 84 + 47. 
o Solution: Round 84 to 80 and 47 to 50. Then estimate: 80 + 50 = 130. 

Why Is Rounding Important? 

 Quick Estimates: Rounding helps you make quick estimates in everyday life, like shopping or 
measuring. 

 Easier Calculations: Rounded numbers are simpler to work with, making addition and 
subtraction faster. 

 Checks Your Work: Rounding helps you check if your exact answer makes sense. 

Conclusion 

Rounding numbers is a simple way to make math problems easier and quicker to solve. By 

practicing rounding to the nearest ten, hundred, and beyond, students can use rounding to 

estimate sums, differences, and more! Keep practicing rounding to become faster and more 

confident with estimates. 

 


