
2nd Grade Math: The Minute Hand 

Understanding the Minute Hand 

The minute hand is one of the two hands on a clock that tells us how many minutes have passed 

in an hour. It is usually the longer hand, and it moves around the clock face to indicate the time 

in minutes. 

Key Concepts 

1. Clock Face: A circular face with numbers from 1 to 12 representing hours. Each number 

also marks 5-minute intervals. 

2. Minutes: Each hour is divided into 60 minutes. The minute hand moves to show how 

many minutes have passed. 

3. Movement of the Minute Hand: 
o The minute hand completes one full circle (360 degrees) every hour. 
o It moves to a new number every 5 minutes. 

Reading the Minute Hand 

 Each number on the clock represents 5 minutes. 
 For example: 

o 1 on the clock = 5 minutes 
o 2 on the clock = 10 minutes 
o 3 on the clock = 15 minutes 
o 4 on the clock = 20 minutes 
o 5 on the clock = 25 minutes 
o 6 on the clock = 30 minutes 
o 7 on the clock = 35 minutes 
o 8 on the clock = 40 minutes 
o 9 on the clock = 45 minutes 
o 10 on the clock = 50 minutes 
o 11 on the clock = 55 minutes 
o 12 on the clock = 0 minutes (the start of a new hour) 

How to Identify the Time with the Minute Hand 

1. Look at the Position of the Minute Hand: Identify which number it points to or if it is 

in between numbers. 

2. Count the Minutes: 
o If the minute hand is pointing directly at a number, multiply the number by 5. 
o If it is between two numbers, count the minutes accordingly (e.g., halfway between 3 

and 4 means 22 or 23 minutes). 

Practice Activities 



1. Identifying Minutes: 
o Show students various clock faces and ask them to identify the time shown by the 

minute hand. 
o Example: What time is it if the minute hand is pointing at 7? (Answer: 35 minutes past 

the hour) 

2. Draw and Label: 
o Have students draw their own clocks and label the minute hand's position at different 

times. 
o For example, "Draw the clock at 10:15" (the minute hand points at 3). 

3. Counting Minutes: 
o Give students a clock face with the minute hand in different positions. Ask them to write 

down how many minutes it represents. 
o Example: If the minute hand is on 4, it represents 20 minutes. 

Example Problems 

1. Problem 1: The minute hand is on 9. How many minutes is it? 
o Solution: 9 × 5 = 45 minutes. 

2. Problem 2: The minute hand is between 2 and 3. If it’s a little closer to 2, how many 

minutes could it be? 
o Solution: Between 10 and 15 minutes; estimate around 12 minutes. 

3. Problem 3: If the minute hand is on 12, what time does it represent? 
o Solution: It represents the beginning of the hour (0 minutes). 

Conclusion 

Understanding the minute hand is an essential skill for second graders. By learning to read and 

interpret the position of the minute hand, students gain valuable time-telling skills that they will 

use throughout their lives! 

 


