
3rd Grade Math: Measuring Length 

What Is Length? 

Length is the measurement of how long or tall something is. In 3rd grade, students learn to 
measure length using both standard units (like inches, feet, and yards) and metric units 
(like centimeters and meters). 

Standard Units of Length 

In the United States, the most common standard units of length are: 

• Inches (in): Used for smaller objects (like the length of a pencil). 
• Feet (ft): Used for medium-sized objects (like the height of a door). 
• Yards (yd): Used for larger objects (like the length of a soccer field). 

Key Conversions: 

• 12 inches = 1 foot 
• 3 feet = 1 yard 



 

Comparing Metric and Standard Units 

• 1 inch is about 2.54 centimeters. 
• 1 foot is about 30.48 centimeters. 



• 1 yard is about 0.9144 meters. 
Tools for Measuring Length 

To measure length, you can use: 

• A ruler (inches or centimeters) for smaller objects. 
• A yardstick or meterstick for larger objects. 
• A tape measure for measuring around objects or longer distances. 

Conclusion: 

• Length can be measured using either standard units (inches, feet, and yards) or 
metric units (millimeters, centimeters, and meters). 

• Remember the key conversions, and use tools like rulers and tape measures to 
practice measuring the length of different objects around you! 
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