
3rd Grade Math: Parallel Lines 

What Are Parallel Lines? 

Parallel lines are lines that are always the same distance apart and never touch or 
cross no matter how far they are extended. Parallel lines run in the same direction and stay 
side by side. 

 

 

How to Identify Parallel Lines 

1. Look for equal distance: 

2. Check if the lines stay the same distance apart from each other along their entire 
length. 

3. Check if they run in the same direction: 

Parallel lines go in the same direction, and they don’t slant toward each other. 



 

Example 1: Parallel Lines in a Rectangle 

Problem: 

Look at a rectangle. Are the opposite sides of the rectangle parallel? 

Solution: 

Yes, the opposite sides of a rectangle are parallel because they run in the same direction 
and never meet, no matter how long they are extended. 

Example 2: Parallel Lines on a Road 

Problem: 

Imagine a two-lane road with lanes that never touch. Are the lane markers parallel? 

Solution: 

Yes, the lane markers on the road are parallel because they stay the same distance apart 
and never cross each other. 

Example 3: Parallel Lines in a Parallelogram 

Problem: 

A parallelogram has two pairs of opposite sides. Are these sides parallel? 

Solution: 

Yes, a parallelogram has two pairs of opposite sides that are parallel because they stay 
the same distance apart and never intersect. 

Conclusion: 

• Parallel lines are lines that run in the same direction and are always the same 
distance apart. They never meet or cross. 

• You can find parallel lines in many real-world objects, such as railroad tracks, the 
lines on paper, and the opposite sides of rectangles and parallelograms. 



• Recognizing parallel lines helps in geometry and understanding the relationships 
between lines and shapes. 
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