
3rd Grade Math: Real-World Problems with Money 

What Are Real-World Money Problems? 

• Real-world money problems are math problems where you apply addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, or division to solve everyday situations involving 
money. 

• These problems might involve figuring out how much something costs, how much 
change you get back, or how much you need to save or spend. 

Steps to Solve Real-World Money Problems 

1. Step 1: Understand the Problem 

2. Read the problem carefully and figure out what you need to do. Are you adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, or dividing? 

3. Step 2: Identify the Operation 

Decide which math operation is needed. Are you calculating a total (addition), finding out 
what’s left (subtraction), or determining a cost for several items (multiplication)? 

4. Step 3: Solve Step by Step 

Break the problem into smaller steps and solve it one step at a time. 

5. Step 4: Write the Answer 

Once you've solved it, make sure to write the answer using the correct money units (dollars 
and cents). 



 

 



 



 

Conclusion: 

• Money problems help us understand real-life situations, like buying items, 
calculating change, or saving. 

• Make sure to carefully read each problem, choose the correct math operation, and 
remember to use dollars and cents when solving money problems. 

By practicing these real-world problems, you’ll be ready to handle everyday money 
decisions! 
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