
3rd Grade Math: Understanding Area 

What Is Area? 

Area is the amount of space inside a two-dimensional shape. It's like how much space a shape 

covers on a flat surface. To find the area, you count how many square units (like square 

centimeters, square inches, etc.) fit inside the shape. 

Key Features of Area 

1. Measured in Square Units: 

Area is measured using square units such as square centimeters (cm²), square meters 

(m²), square inches (in²), or square feet (ft²). These are little squares that fit inside the 

shape to show how much space it takes up. 

2. Length × Width: 

For rectangles and squares, the area is found by multiplying the length (how long the 

shape is) by the width (how wide the shape is). The formula is: 

 

 



 

 

 

Practice Problems 

1. What is the area of a rectangle that is 7 inches long and 3 inches wide? 
2. A square has sides that are 4 centimeters long. What is its area? 
3. Find the area of a rectangle with a length of 9 feet and a width of 2 feet. 



4. A rug is 6 meters wide and 8 meters long. What is the area of the rug in square meters? 

Conclusion: 

 Area tells us how much space is inside a shape. It is measured in square units. 
 For rectangles and squares, the formula is simple: Length × Width for rectangles, or Side × Side 

for squares. 
 Understanding area helps us measure spaces like floors, walls, and gardens in real life. By 

knowing how to find area, you can figure out how much space you have to work with for 
different projects. 

 


