
3rd Grade Math: Understanding and Identifying Angles 

What Are Angles? 

An angle is formed when two lines, called rays, meet at a common point called the vertex. 
In 3rd grade, students learn to identify and classify different types of angles based on their 
size. 

Key Parts of an Angle 

1. Vertex: The point where the two rays meet. 
2. Rays: The two lines that make up the angle. 

Types of Angles 

3. Right Angle (90°): 
• Forms a perfect "L" shape. 
• Measures exactly 90 degrees. 
• Example: The corner of a square or rectangle. 

4. Acute Angle (Less than 90°): 
• An angle that is smaller than a right angle. 
• Measures less than 90 degrees. 
• Example: The tip of a slice of pizza. 

5. Obtuse Angle (More than 90° but less than 180°): 
• An angle that is larger than a right angle but not a straight line. 
• Measures more than 90 degrees but less than 180 degrees. 
• Example: The hands of a clock at 10:00. 

6. Straight Angle (180°): 
• Forms a straight line. 
• Measures exactly 180 degrees. 
• Example: A straight line or the hands of a clock at 6:00. 

How to Identify Angles 

7. Look at the size of the angle. 
• If it forms a perfect "L", it’s a right angle. 
• If it’s smaller than an "L", it’s an acute angle. 
• If it’s wider than an "L", it’s an obtuse angle. 
• If it forms a straight line, it’s a straight angle. 



Example 1: Identifying a Right Angle 

Problem: 

Look at the corner of a book. What type of angle is this? 

Solution: 

The corner of a book forms a right angle because it makes a perfect "L" shape and 
measures 90 degrees. 

Example 2: Identifying an Acute Angle 

Problem: 

Look at a slice of pizza. The tip forms a small angle. What type of angle is this? 

Solution: 

The tip of the pizza forms an acute angle because it is smaller than 90 degrees. 

Example 3: Identifying an Obtuse Angle 

Problem: 

The hands of a clock are at 10:00. What type of angle is formed between the hour and 
minute hands? 

Solution: 

The hands of the clock form an obtuse angle because it is larger than 90 degrees but less 
than 180 degrees. 

Example 4: Identifying a Straight Angle 

Problem: 

The hands of a clock are at 6:00. What type of angle is formed between the hour and 
minute hands? 

Solution: 



The hands of the clock form a straight angle because it makes a straight line and 
measures 180 degrees. 

Conclusion: 

• Angles can be classified as right, acute, obtuse, or straight based on their size. 
• A right angle is 90°, an acute angle is less than 90°, an obtuse angle is more than 90° 

but less than 180°, and a straight angle is 180°. 
• Understanding how to identify angles is an important part of geometry and helps 

with real-world applications like reading clocks, measuring objects, and even 
drawing shapes! 

 


	3rd Grade Math: Understanding and Identifying Angles
	What Are Angles?

	Key Parts of an Angle
	Types of Angles
	How to Identify Angles
	Example 1: Identifying a Right Angle
	Example 2: Identifying an Acute Angle
	Example 3: Identifying an Obtuse Angle
	Example 4: Identifying a Straight Angle
	Conclusion:

