3rd Grade Math: Real-World Problems Using Multiplication
What is Multiplication?

e Multiplication is a way of adding the same number over and over again. It tells us
how many total items we have when we have a certain number of groups, with the
same number of items in each group.

e We use multiplication in many real-world situations, like calculating the total
number of objects, people, oritems when they’re arranged in equal groups.

How to Solve Real-World Multiplication Problems

When solving real-world multiplication problems, follow these steps:

1. Understand the Problem: Read the problem carefully and figure out what you’re
being asked to find.

2. ldentify the Groups: Look for the number of groups and the number of itemsin
each group.

3. Set Up the Multiplication Sentence: Multiply the number of groups by the number
of items in each group.

4. Solve: Find the product (the answer to the multiplication problem).



Example 1: Buying Apples
Problem:

A farmer packs apples into bags. Each bag holds & apples. If the farmer packs 5 bags, how many apples
does he have in total?
Steps:

1. Understand the Problem: The farmer packs apples in bags. and each bag holds & apples. We want

to find the total number of apples.
2. ldentify the Groups: There are 5 bags, and each bag has & apples.
3. Set Up the Multiplication Sentence:

hx 6 ="

4, Solve:

=6 =230

Answer: The farmer has 30 apples in total.
Example 2: Counting Chairs in a Classroom

Problem:

There are 4 rows of chairs in the cdassroom. Each row has 7 chairs. How many chairs are there in total?



Steps:

1. Understand the Problem: We want to find the total number of chairs in the dassroom, and each

row has 7 chairs.
2. ldentify the Groups: There are 4 rows, and each row has 7 chairs.

3. 5Set Up the Multiplication Sentence:

4% T7="

4, Solve:
4% 7=28
Answer: There are 28 chairs in total.

Example 3: Packing Cookies

Problem:

Lily packs & cookies into each box. If she packs 3 boxes, how many cookies does she have in total?
Steps:

1. Understand the Problem: Lily is packing cockies, and each box has & cookies. We want to find the

total number of cookies.

2. ldentify the Groups: There are 3 boxes, and each box has & cookies.

3. Set Up the Multiplication Sentence:

3= 8=7

4, Solve:
Jx8=24

Answer: Lily has 24 cookies in total.



Example 4: Books on Shelves

Problem:

Alibrary has & shelves. Each shelf has 9 books. How many books are there in total?

Steps:

1. Understand the Problem: The library has shelves, and each shelf has 9 books. We want to find the

total number of books.
2. ldentify the Groups: There are & shelves, and each shelf has 9 books.
3. Set Up the Multiplication Sentence:
6 x9 =7
4, Solve:

0x9=>54
Answer: There are 54 books in total.

Conclusion:

e Multiplication helps us solve real-world problems by finding totals when items are
arranged in equal groups.

e By setting up a multiplication sentence, we can quickly find how many total items
there are!

Understanding multiplication makes it easier to solve everyday problems like counting
objects, people, or anything organized in equal groups.
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