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An extended metaphor is a comparison
between two things that continues
across multiple lines or even an entire
poem or story. 

Extended Metaphor  
 



The Road = LifeThe Road = Life  

In Frost’s poem, the road is a metaphor for

life’s choices. 

The poem explores how we make

decisions and how those decisions can

shape our lives. 

It is an extended metaphor because the

comparison runs through the whole poem. 



The two roads symbolize choices in life. 

Just like in real life, we can’t see the future. 

Once we choose a path, we often can’t go

back. 



This road symbolizes nonconformity – doing things your own

way. 

The speaker thinks it made a big difference—but both roads

looked pretty similar! 

Suggests that we sometimes create meaning in our past

choices, even if the path wasn’t really so different. 


