Unit 1 Grading Rubric

The Unit 1 Lab Report Rubric provides a consistent framework for evaluating student lab report
submissions. It outlines clear expectations for formal scientific writing, analytical thinking, and
personal reflection. Students are assessed based on their ability to apply the scientific method,
use proper structure and formatting, and communicate findings using third-person academic
writing. This rubric ensures transparent and fair evaluation while promoting growth in scientific
communication skills.

Grading Rubric for Unit 1 Lab Report — 100 Points

Criteria Excellent Good Needs Improvement Below
Expectations
Organization 20 pts 15 pts 10 pts 5 pts
and Format (20 | Report is Sections are Some sections are The report lacks

pts)

structured in the
correct order:
Title, Introduction,

mostly in the
correct order and
formatting is

out of order or
missing. Formatting
is inconsistent or

organization and
proper structure.
Headings are

Hypothesis, mostly accurate. | incorrect. missing or

Materials, One or two incorrect.

Procedure, Data, | headings may be

Analysis, missing or

Conclusion, mislabeled.

Reflection.

Section headings

are correctly

labeled, bold, and

left-aligned. Blank

lines separate

sections.
Grammar, 15 pts 10 pts 5 pts 0 pts
Mechanics, and | Nearly error-free. | Some minor Frequent grammar or | Writing is unclear,
Academic Tone | Writing is grammar or tone | tone issues. Shifts casual, or uses

(15 pts)

professional,
clear, and uses
third-person
passive voice
consistently.

issues. Mostly
uses appropriate
academic
language and

into informal or
first-person writing.

"I""we"
frequently. Errors
interfere with
understanding.




third-person

voice.
Scientific 30 pts 20 pts 10 pts 5 pts
Understanding Demonstrates a Demonstrates Some Shows little
& Accuracy (30 | strong understanding misunderstandings understanding of
pts) understanding of [ with mostly present; analysis may | the lab report's
lab report accurate be weak or purpose or
components and interpretation inconsistent. structure. Major
their purpose. and analysis. scientific errors.
Shows accurate
interpretation of
data and
thoughtful
analysis.
Data Analysis 15 pts 10 pts 5 pts 0 pts
and Graphing Thoroughly Answers most Analysis is No attempt was
(15 pts) interprets the analysis incomplete, lacks made to analyze
graph and questions with connection to the the graph or data
answers all reasonable detail | data, or misses key trends.
analysis questions | and reference to | trends.
with depth, the data..

accuracy, and use
of data-based

evidence..
Conclusion and | 10 pts 6 pts 3 pts 0 pts
Reflection (70 Conclusion Conclusion is Conclusion and/or Conclusion and
pts) summarizes present but may | reflection are brief, reflection are

findings clearly
and relates back
to the hypothesis.
Reflection is
thoughtful and
connects learning
to personal habits.

be general.
Reflection
touches on
learning but
lacks detail.

vague, or unrelated
to the lab.

missing or
off-topic.




Effort and
Quality of
Submission (70
pts)

10 pts

Report is
complete,
polished, and
exceeds
expectations.
Shows clear effort
and attention to
detail.

7 pts

The report is
complete and
meets
expectations.

4 pts

The report is
incomplete or rushed.
Shows limited effort.

0 pts
Submission is
very weak or
largely
incomplete.

Plagiarism Policy Reminder

All work must reflect the student’s original effort. Lab reports must be written independently
using the provided materials. Any copied text, use of unauthorized tools (including Al), or failure
to paraphrase appropriately will result in a violation of the academic integrity policy and possible

consequences.
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